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Because Thousands 
Are So Keenly, and Rightly. 
Interested in Bible Prophecy 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is seeking to make immediately available 
a twofold response to that interest, at this particular hour :— 


(1) Light from Bible Prophecy on the European War and Its Results 
- By DR, LOUIS S. BAUMAN 


(see first article and titles of coming articles in this issue) 


(2) Prophecy's Light on Today 
~ by DR. CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 


The FIRST is the SERIES of articles already widely announced, 
beginning in this week’s issue. 

The SECOND is Dr. Trumbull’s LATEST BOOK, containing 
the ripest results of his studies of Bible Prophecy in the last 
twenty-five years. 


Two years ago the Editor of The Sunday School Times, Charles 
G. Trumbull, brought together in one volume the ripest results 
of the studies of Bible prophecy he had been making for twenty- 
five years. The book was at once welcomed by exceptional Bible 
students as ‘‘different’’—not a rehashing of material so often 
brought together, but a fresh, original study of the Word on the 
Lord’s Return and on the startling, world-shaking events that, 
beyond all question, indicate that we are living in the end of the 
age and that Christ’s Second Coming is very near. Dr. - Lewis 
‘ Sperry Chafer says of it: ‘“This is a book for every Christian, It 
is one more tremendous call to a sleeping church to arouse her- 
self and recognize the meaning of this unprecedented hour in 
which we live.’’ 191 pages, cloth bound. 





In order to open the way for the widest distribution of both these highly important 
studies, and to encourage the great fellowship of readers of the Timrs to take an 
active part in this effort, it is suggested that— 


Six tencweeks new GET ACQUAINTED subscriptions at 25 cents each will 
secure a NUMBER of the Dr. Bauman Series (though not all), and a copy of 
Dr. Trumbull’s 191 page book for the one whe sends the subscriptions. 

Two 24 weeks-for-$1 subscriptions will secure ALL the Bauman Series and 
Dr. Trumbull's book. (Canadian subscriptions, $1.10). 


PLEASE ACT QUICKLY! Under either plan the required number of:new subscriptions must be sent i at 
one time. Hundreds of new subscriptions for the Series are coming in day by day. We want to be sure 
to print large enough editions to meet the really extraordinary inflow of new readers for this Series. 
Subscriptions received up to December 12 will begin with the first article, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 925 N. 43th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for December 10 in this issue 


Lesson 11.—Reactions to the Good News. 
Matthew il and. 12. 
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Faith 
; By Ellen Louise Adams 
HE world believes a Higher Power, 
A Force, an all-pervading Energy, 
A Forward Urge, blind, deaf, and dumb— 
But, Father, I believe in Thee. * 


Men see the tragedy of life, 
_ Attempt escape in vain philosophy; 
‘They look to.man for man’s relief; 
But, Lord, I look to Thee. ° 


The people wonder if Thou art, 

For learning has not proven Thee to be, 
Unwilling they to prove by faith 

The God faith proves to me. 


Life’s glamorous pleasures men pursue 
And hope some rest unto their souls may be. 
They ever run; no rest they find. 
But Lord, I rest in Thee. 


No greater I, worm of the dust, 

_ No higher than the lowliest may be, 

Yet faith my universe has solved, 
Faith, gracious.Lord, in Thee. 


No Millennium? 


Will there ever be a millennium: on 
earth? Some observers seem rather sure 
there will not be. A new book discuss- 
ing economic bases of peace says 
frankly: “So far as we poor human 





“with a-hot iron” (1-Tim.~4:2). 
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beings can see, there is no nffetima in Np M CRP Safe Way 


in prospect—nothing but one adjust- 
ment after another, each bringing new 
strains, possibly worse than the ones 
that have been relieved.” Recent events 
give ample ground ‘for this pessimistic 
conclusion. If we keep our eyes fixed 
on man, it is the only conclusion pos- 
sible, as the wisest man that ever lived 
discovered almost 3,000 years ago. But 
if we turn away from man to God, the 
outlook fs “as bright as the promises of 
God.” One ofthese promises is that the 
Lord Jesus himself is coming back to 
this earth, in personal, visible, bodily 
presence, and that he will reign over thé 
earth and establish his Kingdom upon 
it; and that those who, because of their 
faith in Christ .and true testimony to 
God’s Word, shall. have actually lost 
their lives as a result, shall be raised 


.from the dead and shall live and reign 


with Christ a thousand years (Rev. 20: 
4). That is but one of God’s definite 
promises that there shall be a millen- 
nium on earth; and in many other Scrip- 
ture passages he gives us the same sure 
promise. We-are.as certain of the mil- 


lennium, therefore, as we are that God 


cannot lie. And when men and the 
world and economic conditions are at 
their worst, God will surprise many by 
doing his best. 


% 


When making a dangerous journey 
in unknown territory, we need more 
than correct directions. The Keswick 
Calendar tells of°a striking experience 
of the late Dan Crawford, the indefatig- 
able missionary in Africa. He was be- 
ing led by a native guide along a new 
trail and, being somewhat doubtful of 
the direction, he asked his guide where 
they were going. “The way?” smiled 
the native; “you want to know the way? 
I am the way!” and the guide pointed 
proudly to his breast, where the hidden | 
knowledge was locked up. Crawford 
adds: “I took my text from that, sat 
down with him in the forest on a fallen 
tree, and told him of the Blessed One 
who could truly say, ‘I am the Way.’.” 
God’s written Word gives us trustworthy, 
infallible - directions how to travel 
through the dangerous and unknown ter- 
ritory of this present life. But God 
does more than that.. He gives us his 
own Son, the incarnate: Word; the Man 
who also is God, who alone of all men 
can. say, “I am the Way, ... no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
(John 14:6). And this Saviour and Lord, 
the only Way, goes with us all the way, 
for, “lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). 
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The Unpardonable Sin 


HERE is a question that has tor- 
T ture many a soul; both in the past 

and today: “Have I committed the 
unpardonable sin?” The question has 
come to THE SunDay ScHOOL TIMES over 
and over again through the years from 
its readers. It was asked in two letters 
discussed briefly in “Notes on Open 
Letters” in last week’s issue. One an- 
swer. that can safely be made is this: 
if anyone is troubled by the fear that 
he or she has committed the unpardon- 
able sin, that very fear, that distress 
of mind, is good evidence that the un- 
pardonable sin has not been committed. 
For thosé: who have committed it are 
not troubled about it: they are cal- 
loused in spirit, indifferent, uncon- 
cerned, “having their conscience seared 


But there is another comfort, even a 
greater one, for all who are troubled 
about this question. It is given in the 
remarkable: Bible study which follows 
in this editorial, written by Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, President of Dallas The- 
ological Seminary. Our Lord’s words 
about the unpardonable sin are included 
in the International Uniform Lesson for 
December 10, which is covered in this 
issue of the Times. The editorial has 
been written at the request of the Edi- 
tor, who is assured that it will bring 
great and unexpected blessing to basso de 
Dr. Chafer’s study follows: 


That Christ declared an unpardonable 
sin to be possible in his day cannot be 
questioned. Each Synoptic Gospel re- 
cords his solemn words (Matt. 12:22-32; 
Mark 3:22-80; Luke 11:14-23). In these 
















accounts, this sin is defined by the Sav- 
iour. as a blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. It is also recorded that he said 
that all other sin may be forgiven — 
even blasphemy against the Father or 
the Son. Again, this ‘sin, he stated, 
would not be forgiven in the world 
(age) in which he was speaking or 
in the world (age) that was to fol- 
low. He did not assert that, should 
the sin be committed in that age 
or the age to come, it would not be 
forgiven; rather he said that. if it 
were committed then—in his day — 
it would not be subject to forgiveness 
- gt that time or in the age that was to 
follow. This distinction means much, 
since these words of Christ do not imply 
that this specific sin would be, or could 
be, committed at any subsequent time. 

Christ indicates a peculiar sacredness 
respecting the Holy Spirit. Doubtless 
the specific grojnd for this cannot be 
comprehended by the finite mind. It is 
enough that it is so clearly revealed. 
Among sinful men there may be much 
blasphemy —some against God, and 


some against the Son; but no. swearing. 


in the name of the Holy Spirit is ever 
heard. This is-a phenomenon which 
cannot be accounted for on the ground 
of a supposed sentimental, agreement 
among wicked men and women to cher- 
ish the name of the Third Person. There 
is a restraining power from God over 
this form of evil. 

In spite of the fact that it is but one 
well-defined sin which is said to be un- 
pardonable, men have too often sought 
to extend this unpardonable feature into 
other passages which refer to other sins, 
or so to interpret. other passages that 
they would imply the same thing. This 
error has been imposed especially on 
Hebrews 6:4-9; 10:26-29; and 1 John 5: 
-16. The first and second of these pas- 
sages, while deserving. an extended ex- 
position as to their precise meaning, — 
which is not within the present purpose, 
—may be dismissed with the declaration 
that they teach neither that a 
may be lost, nor that an unpardonable 
sin is now possible. These passages 
point to the sure judgment of God which 
must follow a rejection of God’s .provi- 
sions; but it is also certain that perfect 
relief and measureless blessings are 
available for those who will receive 
them from God in God’s way... The third 
passage (1 John 5:16) is of a Christian 
who is brought into the experience of 
physical death by what is termed “a sin 
unto death.” That there is such a di- 
. vine dealing with believers is taught in 
John 15:2 and in 1 Corinthians 11:29, 30. 
Of the latter passage it may be said that 
a judgment (not damnation, as in the 
Authorized Version) is brought upon the 
Christian which is called -sleep. That 
term is doubtless the New Testament’s 
softened word for death (compare John 
1111-14 1 Cor. 15:51). There is no 
reference in 1 John 5:16 to an unpar- 
donable sin. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


It is possible to lie against the Holy 
Spirit, as did Ananias, and Sapphira 
who experienced a judgment of: physi-’ 
cal death; but there is no suggestion that 
Ananias and Sapphira were lost and 
never to be pardoned. Their lie was 
against the Holy Spirit in the sense that 
any lie on the part of a child of God 
would be against the Spirit. 

Even murder cannot be classed: as an 
unpardonable sin. David was declared 
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of God to be a man after God’s own 
heart—even after he had committed 
adultery and murder. Christ prayed ef- 
fectively for the forgiveness of those 
who were crucifying him. 

However, no error is more prevalent 
than the one which maintains. that per- 
sistent unbelief is the unpardonable sin. 
Unyielding unbelief does result in per- 
dition; but a sharp distinction must be 

(Continued on page 855) 
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Election and Free Will 


I rejoice in the beautiful testimony that 
goes out through the Times to the mars 
vels of the — and work of the Lerd 
Jesus 

So many tines I have found the short 
editorials inspired to fill an especial need 
in my own life. 

I am.sure, however, that we ‘may “all 
stumble” sometimes. 

I was somewhat perplexed over the way 
the subject of election was dealt with in 
the Open Letters of a recent copy (July 1). 

If the teaching about election in the 
Scripture were a theory invented by Cal- 
vin we could then refer to it as Calvin- 
ism, but otherwise it, and all other Scrip- 

+ tural truth, should stand on its own feet, 

Briefly, the Scripture says, “There is 
none that seeketh after God’’ (Rom. 3: 11). 

Is this “true or false’’? 

If true, how did dirty rascals like our- 
selves ever get picked up from beside the 
Jericho road and get placed in the. “grace 
wherein we stand” except by election? 

Some turn the truth upside down and 
say that, because some are “elected” to 
be saved, others are “elected” to perish. 

We may never know why the Lord is 
able to save some and unable. to save 


others apparently as. good or better, and 


for whom he also died. That is grace. 
“Hath not the potter power over the 
clay?” a 


-Lovingly yours,—Not a Presbyterian. 


Here is a letter. of friendly criticism 
written in true Christian friendship and 
fellowship, for.. which .THE - SUNDAY 
Scuoo.t Tres is grateful. And the Times 
is glad to believe that there is no con- 
flict between its convictions and those 
of this inquirer, but heartiest agree- 
ment, 

In the Notes on Open Letters of July 
1, here inquired about, the Editor said: 
“THe SunpAy ScHoo. TIMES agrees with 
the Guatemala reader that Calvin has 
indeed been greatly maligned, for’ the 
Times believes, as do so many different 
great branches of the true Christian 
Church, that Calvin’s studies and expo- 
sitions are in many ways rich and price- 
less.” In other words, the Trugs be- 
lieves that much of Calvin’s theology is 
gloriously Scriptural, not “a theory in- 
vented by Calvin” but & true setting 
forth of God’s own Word: Calvin’s for- 
mulating of certain Scripture teachings 











Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 








is, by accommodation, called Calvinism, 
not because he invented it, but because 
he presented and systematized it in his 
personal study and writings. However, 
with some of Calvin’s positions and 
teachings not all sound, true Christian 
believers and students of the Word agree, 
even arnong those who are glad to call 
themselves Calvinists because accepting 
the main body of his teachings. The 
earlier article in this department in the 
Times, after paying a high tribute to 
Calvin, said: “Yet he was human, not 
divine, and his writings, rich and valu- 
able as they are, of course: have not the 
God-breathed infallibility of ‘all Scrip- 
ture.’” The Christian Church owes an 
immense debt to Martin Luther, — but 
Luther made his mistakes in Bible study. 
Is there any uninspired human child of 
God who has not made some mistakes 


in the field of spiritual truth and doct- 


trine? 

As: for election, THe SunpAy ScHoo. 
Tres believes.the Bible. The Bible de- 
clares the truth or doctrine of election 
in many passages, and in no uncertain 
terms, and no one who believes the Bible 
as the inspired and infallible Word of 
God can, therefore, deny the doctrine of 
election. It is not “a theory invented 
by Calvin,” but blessed, indestructible 
Scriptural truth. THe Sunpay ScHoon 
Tres believes by Scriptural authority 
that “Election is according to the fore- 
knowledge of God (1 Pet. 1:2), and 
wholly of grace, apart from human merit 
€Rom. 9:11; 11:5, 6)” and that “Elec- 
tion proceeds from the divine volition 
(John 15:16).” 
is “The sovereign act of God in grace 
whereby certain are chosen from among 
mankind ‘for Himself (John 15:19).” 

As for the natural man, which means 
all.men by nature since Adam’s fall, the 
Tres believes that men are “dead in 
trespasses and sins . . 
desires of the flesh and of the mind .; . 
by nature the children of wrath ... 
having no hope, and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:1-12). ‘The third chapter 
of ‘Romans, from which the inquirer 


- quotes a sentence, “There is none. that 


(Continued on page 858) 











Further, that election 


. fulfilling the . 
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Why the Roman Empire Must Be Revived 


How God enabled Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel, and John to look 
across the years into the days in which we are living 








By Louis S$. Bauman 





a 





SUNDAMENTAL to an understand- 
ing of the prophetic message of the 
prophets of the living God, as that 

message concerns the Gentile powers 
of the earth, is a clear understanding 
of God’s revelation of “the time of. the 
Gentiles,” which revelation was given 
to Nebuchadnezzar, through. 4 dream. 
And, also, the revelation of the same 
“times,” given to Daniel through “a 
dream and visions of his head upon his 
bed” (Dan. 7:1). The student of the 
prophetic word, endowed with a cor- 
rect grasp of the message of God given 
to men in the two famous dreams _re- 
corded in Daniel, chapters 2 and 7, can- 
not go far astray in the entire field of 
prophetic revelation. 
Therefore, as we approach. the stage 
whereon the Gentile powers of the earth 
are even now enacting, as we believe, 
the final scenes of their awful tragedy, 
—in a sincere effort to understand the 


_meaning of it all, to answer, if it can 


be done, Daniel’s query, “O my Lord, 
what shall be the end of these things?” 
(Dan. 12:8), we must stop and consider 
the divine interpretation of these two 
great dream-visions. 


The Times of the Gentiles 


The two dreams are one. Both were 
a revelation of “the times of the Gen- 
tiles”; that is, of the “times” (years) 
during which “Jerusalem shall be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles” (Luke 2}; 24). 

Those “times” began “with the over- 
throw of Zedekiah, in the year 586 B. C. 
Ewhen] the kingdom of Judah was ex- 
tinguished” (Ridpath). In that year, 
Nebuchadnezzar took Zedekiah off the 
throne, gouged out his eyes, provided 
him with bracelets in the form of chains, 
and carried him away to Babylon. Since 
that day, only one king out of the loins 
of Jacob has been crowned in Jerusa- 
lem, and He was crowned with thorns! 
Those “times” will end when “the stone 
of Israel” (Gen. 49:24) shall fall out of 
the heavens (Dan. 2:34) upon “the beast, 
and ‘the kings of the earth, and their 
armies” (Rev. 19:19), and grind their 
bones to powder. Then the winds of 
earth, with a moan, will sweep their dust 
into eternal oblivion. And thus will pass 
the boasted power and vaunted glory 
of this present world! 

The essential difference between the 
two dreams is, that to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
(human) eyes, Gentile empire reared 
itself as a “great image, whose bright- 
ness was excellent” (Dan. 2:31); while, 
to Daniel’s eyes, even as in God’s eyes, 
Gentile empire appears as a den wherein 


A vast panorama, stretching from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Arctic 
Ocean, is being painted in. lurid 
colors today before men’s bewildered | 
eyes. Who can interpret it? In this 
-ease the key to the terrifying. picture 
was compiled before it was painted, 
and to understand it we must go 
back 2,500 years to the writings of 
the prophet Daniel, in whom was — 
found “an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding,. in- 
terpreting of dreams, and shewing of 
hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts.” Dr. Bauman has done this, 
and from his careful study of the 
prophetic Scriptures for the past 
forty years, and his close observa- 
tion of the events transpiring in 
the world today, he has written, at 
the Editor’s request, this series of 
articles giving “Light from Bible 
Prophecy on the European War and 
its Results.” This is the first article 
of the series; and the succeeding 
articles will discuss the following 
topics: 


Why Russia Had to Break with 
Britain and Join’ Germany 
Why Italy Must Break with Germany 
and Join Britain 
Why Palestine Will be Coveted by 

the Nations 
Britain’s Break with the Jews, 
and Italy’s Opportunity 
Why the Final War Must Head Up 
in Armageddon 
Why the Rapture of the Church 
Must be Very Near 


The entire series may be secured 
by a 24-weeks subscription for $1 
(Canada $1.10) if sent immediately 
te The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 

Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 








“great beasts,” — rapacious, cruel, snarl- 
ing, growling beasts, with bloody jaws 
foaming with hate. and madness — rage 
in their lust and fury. As we write, 
these Gentile “beasts,” living true to 
their characters, are tearing in pieces 
and gorging their bellies with the flesh 
of the aged and feeble, the blood ‘of 
mothers, and the tender flesh of little 
babes, blown by bombs from their 
cradles, 

Nebuchadnezzar beheld a great image. 
The head was gold. To Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Daniel said, “Thou art this head of 


gold” (Dan. 2:38). Daniel saw this same 


. ruler didn’t like that message. 


kingdom, .Babylon, “like a lion” (Dan. 
7:4)... Daniel told the Babylonian mon- 
arch that the sun of Babylon was to set, 
and another world power was tc rise in 
its place. Doubtless, the self-deified 
But, 
God wrote upon the wall. Babylon’s sun 
sank, .to rise no more. 

i The breast and arms of the image 
were of silver. That was Medo-Persia. 
Daniel saw this kingdom “like to a bear” 
(Dan. 7:5). This mighty kingdom like- 
wise was to pass. It did. 

The belly and thighs of the image 
were of brass. That was Greece. That 
was Alexander the Great, claiming his 
paternity from Jupiter, weeping when 
yet scarcely more than a boy because 
there were no more worlds to conquer. 
Daniel saw this kingdom as a swift 
leoparti, leaping as having wings, and 
devouring as it leaped. 


The Fourth World Kingdom 


The legs and feet of the image were 
of iron. That: was “the fourth kingdom 
... Strong as iron ... [which was to] 
break in pieces . .. and bruise” (Dan. 
2:40) all the kingdoms of the earth. And 
Rome did. Let it be carefully noted, 
that legs, feet, and toes of this image, 
all were component parts of the “fourth 
kingdom,” Rome. 

Daniel saw this same mighty empire 
in another form—a nameless monster, 
“dreadful and terrible, and strong ex- 
ceedingly; . . . and it had ten horns” 
(Dan: 7:7). Then, Daniel was told by 
the messenger from heaven that “the 
ten horns out of this kingdom are ten 
kings that shall arise” (Dan. 7:24). , 

As the prophet was gazing with won- 
derment upon this strange beast, medi- 
tating especially upon the ten horns, 
“behold, there came up among them an- 
other little horn” (Dan. 7:8). And he 
“beheld, and the same horn made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against 
them; until the Ancient of days came, 
and judgment was given unto the saints 
of the most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom” 
(Dan. 7:21, 22). 

Every description of this “little horn” 
fits into the details of “the king [who] 
shall do according to his will” described 
by Daniel in chapter 11, verse 36; and, 
“that man of sin” described by Paul in 
2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; and, the Hydra- 
headed “beast ... up out of the sea” 
described by the Seer of Patmos in 
Revelation 13:1-7. In all three pictures 
it is'a “beast” who has “a mouth speak- 
ing great things and blasphemies,” and 
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who uses his mouth “in blasphemy 
against God”; who, in self-deification, 
“exalteth himself above all that is called 
God”; to whom “power was given... 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations”; to whom “it was given... 
to make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them”; who “shall plant the 
tabernacles of his palace between the 
seas in the glorious holy mountain,” 


even in Palestine; and, finally, who 


“shall come to his end, and none shall 
help him” (Dan. 11:45); “whom the Lord 
. shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming” (2 Thess. 2:8); who, when 
the rider of the great white horse thun-. 
ders forth out of the open heavens (Rey. 
19:11), shall be “taken, and... cast 
alive into a lake of fire” (Rev. 19: 20). 
These Scriptures by no manner of 


reasonable interpretation’ can be made . 


to fit into the views of those who hold 
that these prophecies have been ful- 
filled, commonly known as the preterist 
interpretation. The “little horn,” the 
willful king, the “man of sin,” and “the 
beast,”—— the Antichrist are one per- 
son. And this Satanic superman will 
come to his end only when the armies 
of the earth, under his command, shall 
be destroyed by “the brightness of his 
{[Christ’s] coming”; when “the Ancient 
of days” shall come, and “the judg- 
ment shall sit... and the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey. him” (Dan. 7:26, 27). 
Surely, surely, with his saints, Christ 
does not yet,reign!' Not yet do “all 
dominions . . . serve and obey him”! 


_No, not yet — not while the blood-soaked, 


foamy-jawed brutes continue rampant 
over eastern and northern Europe. 

It is exceedingly important now to 
note that it was upon the feet and the 
toes of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
saw~the Stone that “was cut out without 
hands” come crashing down. Bear in 
mind the fact that those feet and toes 
were integral parts of that “fourth king- 
dom.” They represented the Roman Em- 
pire in its final form. No true interpre- 
tation can separate them from that 
Empire. The Roman Empire therefore 


“must- be in existence when the “Stone” 


falls— when the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. shall ride forth from his pres- 
ent seat of honor at the right hand of 
God, to establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven upon the earth. For, it is writ- 


. ten: 


“This man, after he had offered one 


sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on _ 
the right hand of God; from hence- . 


forth expecting till his enemies be 

made his footstool” (Heb. 10:12, 13). 
He shali not expect in vain! ‘ 

Moreover, note that “the ten horns” 
that. “are ten kings that shall arise” are 


“OUT OF THIS KINGDOM” (Dan. 7: 
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, 24). Beyond all cavil, “the ten horns” 


that “are ten kings” seen in Daniel’s 
vision, are the same “ten horns which 

, are ten kings” seen in John’s ain 
(compare Rev. 17:12-17). 

The only logical conclusion to which 
we can come is that the “ten toes” of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s: vision, belonging to 
“the fourth. kingdom;” -and the “ten 
horns” of Daniel’s vision, likewise be- 
longing to “the: fourth Kingdom,” are 
these same “ten-kings” of John’s vision 
—ten kings out ofthe domain of the 
Empire of the Ceesars, These ten kings 
in the last hour of “the times of the 
Gentiles” shall covenant to “give their 
power and strength unto ~the® beast” 
(Rev. 17:13). ‘They-shall be overthrown 
when the Lion of Judah’s tribe, “glori- 
ous in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatness of his bated il with: “the day 
of vengeance .. . in mine [his] heart” 
(Isa. 63: 1-4), “shall roar out of Zion 
... the hope of his people,” crushing 
the “multitudes, multitudes in the val- 
ley of decision” (Joel 3:14, 16), fulfilling 
to the letter the tremendous scene be- 
held by John’on Patmos (Rev. 19:11-21). 

The dream that is certain, and the in- 
terpretation that is sure, set forth that 
“the kingdom shall. be divided” (Dan. 
2:41.,—the Roman Empire “divided” 
into ten kingdoms, but still the Roman 
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Empire. The ten shall be one; just-asi 
these United States, we have forty-éi 
States, each with a government and gov, 
erning bodies of its own, yet all allied 
under one head. The forty-eight 
one. These ten kingdoms must all haves 
been found within, in order to come “ 
of” (Dan. 7:24) the old Roman Empir¢, 
God.is going to “put in their hearts to 
fulfil his will” and to “have. one mind, 
and . . , give their power and stren 
unto the beast” (Rev. 17:13, 17). Thus, 
the Roman Empire in its final: form will 


be a federated empire, bound together : 


for some purpose that shall be commdp 
to them all into a Roman league. , It jg 
upon this federated kingdom, this tens 
toed kingdom, this ten-horned kingdom, 
this gigantic merger with Antichrist . 
its superhead, its “king of kings,” t 
the Stone of Israel must fall! | 

“The scripture cannot be broken,” 
the Master, even though many scoff 4 
it. The Roman Empire must be revived 
We believe the time is at hand! 


The second article in Dr. Bauman’s 
series on Bible prophecy, to be pub= © 
lished in next. week’s ‘issue of the- 
Times, will discuss present events. 
of intensest interest, events that, 
Dr. Bauman believes, mean the ac- 
tual revival of the Roman aainee 
at this time. 
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Wartime Problems 


How the work of evangelization. is 
being carried on today 











Return to Belgium 
By John C. Winston. 2 





‘ 








brought Belgium to a wartime 
footing. She has not yet suffered 
the martyr fate that aroused the indig- 
nation. and sympathy of the world in 


S brent weeks of ‘war in Europe have 


1914, but in less spectacular ways she © 


is sharing today the trials of those coun- 
tries which have already been caught 
in the maelstrom. A French journalist 
calls it “the most formidable storm in 
the history of our civilization.” ‘With at 
least 400,000 men called to arms out of 
every.. walk. of life, with thousands of 
horses, trucks, automobiles, and other 
vehicles requisitioned,. with her normal 
sources of essential supply, being dried 
up-by the blockade,. the economic life 
of Belgium has been brought almost to 
a standstill, .so that unemployment: has 
markedly increased, in spite of the great 
number of men. suddenly withdrawn 
from their regular jobs. Thus: factory 
wheels have stopped, agriculture is bog- 
ged down, commerce is hampered, and 
the specter of distress is just around the 
corner from many homes. ;; 

Some may be wondering what it would 
be like to live less than 290 miles from 
the crater of Europe’s latest. war vol- 





cano and under’the constant threat ‘q 
being caught in the tide of a new of 
fensive. They would soon discover, ag 


we have done, that the sharp edge of. 


the menace of danger is blunted by repj- 
tition. But, above all, such bi 
promises from God’s Word as those 
Psalm 121 have set our hearts at ‘rest, 
What then, is the position of mission- 
ary work in Belgium in this time 6 
crisis? The spiritual need of people h 
certainly not diminished, rather we 
say that it is greater than ever. Me 
who have been called out of normal 


occupations to a life of relative inactive 


ity watching the country’s frontiers. are 
open to many temptations. Wives: and 
children left alone at home must face 
new problems, shoulder new responsi 
bilities. Fear is gripping many hearts. 
The serious dislocation of economic con, 
ditions with business and indus 

thrown out of gear is creating dire hard- 
ship. In the face of such ome 
many seek to drown their sorrows: 

pleasure, but others are shaken out’ 

their indifference and turn th 

thoughts toward God. . Our open-air 
preaching has been largely mse 
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but new doors of opportunity have 
opened up so that our activity, after a 
‘brief lull early in September, iis as in- 
tense as ever. The Lord has done great 
Ahings for us, his grace is sufficient 
for our every need. 

‘When seventeen of our workers and 
students were obliged to drop their mis- 
sion work overnight, and three on vaca- 
tion in’ Switzerland were unable to re- 
turn through France, we were dismayed, 
wondering how we could carry on. 
However, not one post has been left 
without at. least one Sunday and one 
week-day service. In one place, the 


_.pastor’s wife was prepared to lead the 


meeting and give a message. She was 
greatly helped by two of the members 
of the group, Christian men of long 
-Standing. One of them had never been 
known to pray in public, but the Holy 
Spirit used the general crisis to bring 
a crisis in his life; and his mouth was 
opened in praise and supplication. Three 
pastors have been demobilized, and al- 
lowed to return to their homes. One 
other is expecting to return soon to 
Belgium. Permission has been granted 
to all the Belgian workers in the army 
to go each Sunday from’ the camps 
where they are stationed back to their 
mission pdsts to hold their meetings. 


Witnessing in the Army 
. The work of the Protestant chaplains 
in the Belgian army has taken on new 
importance, now that many thousands 
of men are under arms. Mr. Quenon, the 
pastor of our church at. Huy, and a 
graduate of our Bible Institute, has been 
given the full rank of army chaplain. 
All the other Belgian workers who 
have. been called up are in the 
Stretcher-Bearer Corps, and we have 
recently learned that they are being 
assigned for special service under the 
direction of the Chief Protestant Chap- 
lain. Thus they will be able to continue 
a spiritual ministry in the ranks. This 
is a cause for great praise to God.. It 
gives them a greater opportunity to 
earry on definite Christian work among 
the Belgian soldiers than we had ever 
dared hope for. It is also a proof of 
the remarkable advance made by the 
Protestant Christian faith in this coun- 
try during the last twenty-five years, 
for in 1914 there was only one Protestant 
chaplain, newly appointed for all the 
forces of the Belgian army. It took him 
years to organize his work and to get 
into touch with Protestant soldiers. 
This official spiritual ministry, how- 
-ever, is only a part of the evangelical 
testimony being brought to the soldiers 


* and in which the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
~ sion is having a large share. 


In our 
‘fine building at Eecloo a reading room 
is open every evening and all day on 
- Sundays. Mr. Postma reported last week 
that on a previous Sunday a soldier 
from Antwerp came in. After the cus- 
_ tomary greetings, he was shown the 
reading room, and invited to make use 
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of it. One can imagine Mr. ‘Postma’s 
surprise and joy to hear him answer, 
“That’s all very nice, but what I want 
to know is how to get saved.” What a 
privilege to point this hungry soul to 
the Saviour of the world! — 

Many Christian men, converts of our 
posts, are bearing a courageous testi- 
mony in the ranks. A. paper hanger. from 
Brussels is so faithful in reading his 
Testament and--in telling others about 
it, that his, fellow. soldiers have dubbed 
him “Pére Morale.” When he invited 
them to attend a little meeting to study 


the Scriptures together, and no one came, 


he felt that his owm spiritual state was 
not entirely pleasing to the Lord. He 
felt condemned. about. smoking,. and so 
resolved to give it up. Up to that day 
he had never received the gift:of any 
cigarettes, but the day after this reso- 
lution no less than twelve packs were 
handed to him. It seemed that the Devil 
had got-the better of him by this strat- 
egy, for he put one between his lips 
and lighted it. :Almost at once he spat 
it dut. He said later that it didn’t taste 
good any more, Thus he learned the 
truth of 1 Corinthians 10:13: “God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 


‘ way to escape, that ye may be able to 


bear it.” 


* neau, 





One of the large American clip- 
pers brought this article, written 
the third week in October, .across 
the Atlantic. ‘A prayer letter writ- 
ten about the same time by Dr. O. 
Vansteenberghe, Co-Director with 
Mr. Winston of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, supplements the article in 
many respects. In the letter is this 
significant paragraph: 

“The missionary work in certain 
countries is threatened with extinc- 
tion, in others it.is face to face with 
difficulties greater than ever in all 
its history. What is the effect of all 
this upon the Church of Christ? Is 
she going to continue to be more 
concerned about her earthly welfare 
than. about her spiritual testimony 
and future? If the Church would. 
betake herself to praying and cry- 
ing to God in utter humiliation over 
her own sins, then we. would see the 
manifestation of God’s power in our 
favor. Unless such crying and 
humiliation take place, the work of 
the Gospel may be brought to a 
complete standstill in most of the 
non-Protestant countries of Europe.” 


It is a time when the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission greatly needs the prayer 
support and financial aid of Chris- 
tians in America: Gifts should be 
sent to the Treasurer, Charles G. 
Trumbull, 325 N. Thirteenth: St., 
Philadelphia. Reig 
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One Christian soldier writes back to 
his pastor at B.: “In the first place I 
thank the Lord for leading me on my 
way. . . . What is remarkable is the 
conversion of my sergeant. Ih the past 
IT have often talked with him about the 
Gospel. He believed in the existence of 
God, but that was all. However, he 
promised me to examine the Word of 
God. And behold the result! When I 
saw him again, he addressed me with 
these words, ‘How happy I have been 
ever. since. I accepted the Lord as my 
Saviour. There is no longer any need 
to argue, but together. we can study the 
Word of God.’ God’s works are marvel- 
ous,—~hothing is too great for him to 
do! Please pray for my sergeant.” 


How Church Members Are Helping 


Reports come to us, too, of Christians 
in civil life who distribute Bible por- 
tions and tracts to soldiers, and of some 
who invite those who are camping near 
by to come into their homes to speak 
to them of the way of salvation. In cer- 
tain places open-air work has been stop- 
ped. Nevertheless, in Charleroi, the 
members of the church under the lead- 
ership of the elders continue to go to 
the market on Sunday afternoons to dis- 
tribute literature. Also in the near-by 
populous industrial district of Chateli- 
authorization was granted last 
week-end to hold several open-air meet- 
ings. Furthermore, the Bible Institute 
students, of whom eighteen have -re- 
turned to their studies this fall, have 
taken up the evangelization in the Brus- 
sels beer halls with renewed zeal. They 
sold 166 Testaments one Saturday and 
Sunday recently, besides giving out 
quantities of Gospel literature. 

It has been thought best. to. .cancel 
our annual French and Flemish Chris- 
tian Conferences in November, because 
of the difficulties of travel in these days, 
and the impossibility for some of our 
invited speakers to come from France 
and Switzerland. In their place, regional 
gatherings are being organized, which 
will undoubtedly be a means of real 


' blessing. 


To carry on this gloriously important 
task, the help of praying friends is more 
than ever needed. The very existence of 
Christianity is threatened in Europe to- 
day. In some countries, it is already 
considered to be a crime to be a Chris- 
tian. Men all around us are sparing no 
sacrifice — not even life itself —to pro- 
tect their homes and human liberties. 
Are we less ready to make use of our 
blood-bought Christian liberty to propa- 
gate the only Gospel that can save the 
world. from ruin? The Christians in 
our posts have; been increasing their 
giving in recent months. Now the men 
who are drafted into military service 
are reduced to one franc (3 1-3 cents) per 
day, wives receive 28 cents, and each 
child 16 cents,— barely enough to keep 
the wolf from the door, With such 
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meager incomes, there will. be less to 
put in the collection box on Sundays. 

Here are two things we should like 
‘to attempt: first,—issue a special edi- 
tion of the New Testament for the sol- 
diers on guard along the frontiers of 
Belgium; second, send out special Chris- 
mas boxes to as many soldiers as pos- 
sible. 
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Thus it will be seen that. the Belgian 
Gospel Mission is going back to where 
it began, for many will recall that the 
great work of Mr. and Mrs. Norton dur- 
ing the last war was commenced through 
the distribution of Gospels, Testaments, 
and Christmas boxes to the Belgian sol- 
diers. 


BRUSSELS, ‘BELGIUM. 
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HRISTMAS is a time when people 
outside the Sunday school will 
come to its services. We should 

plan special events and see that every 
family in’ the community knows about 
them. Money spent on circulars and 
other forms of advertising is doubly ef- 
fective at this season. But it is tre- 
mendously important that the unsaved 
people who come should not ‘be merely 
entertained. Our task is to present the 
Gospel, and on occasions like these it 
should be set forth simply and with a 
strong appeal for decision. 

The Sunday school picnic has its place, 
but it is not in connection with Christ- 
mas. Christians should enjoy themselves 
at. this time in specifically Christian 
‘ ways. We have. made such a travesty 
of our Lord’s Birthday that people are 
afraid to come to Christ on such occa- 
sions for fear it will be thought that 
they came to get something! No such 
fear entered the hearts of the shepherds ! 
They found something at the manger 
which the world cannot give. Those 
lowly men were not ashamed of what 
they took away; they returned glorify- 
ing and praising God. If people do not 
leave our services in this spirit, is it 
possibly because we try to give them the 
‘wrong sort of thing? They come need- 
ing peace, hungry for the abundant life 
in Christ; we give confusion, and send 
them home munching candy. 

There is another possibility. We can 
use our services to bring each child of 
God face to face with the wonder of the 
Incarnation. The beautiful narratives of 
Matthew and Luke may be read, or pre- 
sented in the form of pageants. Avoid 
elaborate or gaudy arrangements, and 
keep to the plain Biblical story and 
words. Most other pageants are both 
tiresome and ineffective. Sing the old 
Christmas carols. Few of the new jin- 


gles are fit to be used in the same serv- 


ice with the majestic words of the Bible, 
and they do not sing peace. Speak from 
the heart, of the living Christ, and’ what 
he. means to you. Give an opportunity 
to those who may wish to accept him. 
Call for others who desire to give them- 


Witnessing for Christ at Christmas Time 
Bringing the Good News to others through the Sunday school service 


By Arthur Merrihew Adams 
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selves for lifelong, full-time service. Of- 
fer to all a number of opportunities for 
the expression of Christian love. 
Opportunities for the expression of 
Christian love are legion, and we ought 
to help people to see them. The Church 
should stress Christmas asa family day, 
and urge upon parents and children 
alike the obligation and joy of forsaking 
all else to bring happiness to each other 
on that occasion. Again, we will ar- 
range various age-groups for caroling. 
One can never forget the earnestness of 
a little group of Primary children who 
spent two afternoons with their teachers, 
visiting a long list of shut-ins and sick 
folk, to sing their carols of joy and tell, 
in a few Biblical lines which they had 
learned, how the Son of God had come 
to earth. Nor will one question the 
values of caroling if he has. gone with 
a group of young people on a cold win- 
ter night, and watched them go on sing- 
ing under unbrellas in the rain until 
the last house on the list was reached, 
because old Mrs. Jones would be look- 
ing for them, and it would mean a lot to 
Mr. Peabody. Our young people also 
find much joy in preparing and distribut- 
ing Christmas baskets, and in collecting 
and repairing toys for ‘small children. 
Indispensable is some form of White 
Gift Service, in which every one has a 
chance to bring a real sacrifice offering 
to provide others witha happy Christ- 
mas and gladness in the days to follow. 








I shall never forget thc little children ° 


who came down the aisle, in the chapel 
of my student days, bringing, in accord- 
ance with our request, their best loved 
toys to be given to less fortunate chil- 
dren. There was not a dry eye in the 
room as one by one they placed on the 
platform old worn teddy bears and 
bright, shining fire engines, pausing 
often to caress them once more before 
going back to their seats. Those chil- 
dren knew the true meaping of Christ- 
mas; they brought their gifts to the 
King, and took away something. that 
only he can give. 


Last year we gave the boys and girls 
and older folk of our Sunday school an-- 


November 25, 1939 : 


other opportunity. Each one received'a 
ballot to vote on whether the Christmas 
candy should be given them as usual, 
or the moriey it would cost be sent in- 
stead to the Church Committee on China 
Relief. The vote was unanimous. 

‘ What is your Sunday school doing to 
hold Christmas for Christ? “Remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). Make it count 
for the King! “Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


A Missionary Prayer Meeting 
in Wartime 
By E. Edmunds 


N OUR village in England we have a 
meeting for prayer for the work of 
» the China Inland Mission on the last 

Friday of each month. 

When war broke out; it seemed as 
though we should, be forced to give it 
up. The beautiful church room where 
we were accustomed to meet was taken 
by the St. John Ambulance. Another 
room, where we should have been wel- 
comed most graciously by the Methodist 
Church minister-and trustees, was taken 
as an additional classroom by the Edu- 
cation Authority to accommodate some 
of the school children evacuated to this 
area. And so on. But the Vicar of the 
Parish came to the rescue with the offer 
of the Young People’s Fellowship Social 
Club Room in his coach house. To reach 
this it was necessary to climb a steep 
flight of stairs. Several of our members 
are over eighty years of age, and it was 
rather touching to hear one of them 
say, “This new staircase is much steeper 
than the one they had the last time I 
came-here twenty years ago.” Of course 
it was the same flight really, but the 
climber was less agile. 

The friend who was to have conducted 
the meeting could not come on account 
of war work. The windows were pasted 
over with dark paper on account of the 
blackout, so had to be left open all the 
time to give us light. Thank God, it 
was a beautiful day of bright sunshine. 


We could not have our usual cups of. 


tea after the meeting since there was 
not room to prepare and.serve them. 
In spite of all the setbacks, about forty 
people came. Some from a distance had 
saved up their petrol ration in order 
to come and bring others. 

The local secretary took the meeting. 
We began by praising God for the things 
which cannot be shaken, by singing the 
hymn, “O for a thousand tongues.” After 
prayer we read Luke 19:12-27 and Mat- 
thew 28:18-20, and considered particu- 
larly. the two passages, “Occupy tilli I 
come,” and, “Even unto the end of the 
age.” Both cheered us: the first, because 
s (Continued on page 855) 
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Lesson for December 10 





“LESSON 11. DECEMBER 10. REACTIC IONS TO THE GOO! 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 11 and 12; printed text, 11:16-30 


Golden Text.—Come unto tow all woah abe that labour and are 


yoke upon you, a 





The portion of the: text indicated by. the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 11:16-30 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 11:16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is 
like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their 
fellows, 

17 And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not 

; we have mourned’ unto you, ye have not lamented. 

-18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
He hath a devil. 

19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
Behold a man gluttonous, and a wrinebitiber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 
mighty works were done, because they repented not: 

21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin | woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if 
the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes. 

22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 

23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt 
be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works,- which have 
been done in thee, had been done in: Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 

24 But_I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 

-25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. 

re Sey esther for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 
Sigs thew- 4 the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the 
er save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. 

28 Come unto me, all ye that about and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
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for | am paca gtd and lowly in heart: and ye shal 
your ae ey my yoke is easy, and my burden is light 


SNEWS: 


» heavy laden, and | will give 
find rest unto 


.—Matt. 11: 28-30 CONGREGATIONAL 


Amentcan STANDARD VERSION 

Matt, 11:16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is 
like unto children sitting in the marketplaces, who call unto their 
fellows 17 and say, We piped unto you, and ye did not dance; 
we wailed, and ye did not mourn. 18 For John same neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a demon. 19 The 
Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold, a 
gluttonous man and a winebibber, a friend of *publicans and 
sinners! And wisdom *js justified by her ¢ works. 

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 
Smighty works were done, because they repented not. 21 Woe 
unto thee; Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the 5 mighty 


| works had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you, 


they would have repented long .ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
22 But I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you. 23 And thou, Caper- 
naum, shalt thou be exalted unto heaven? thou shalt *go down 
unto Hades: for if the mighty works had been. done in Sodom 
which were done in thee, it would have remained until this day. 
24 But I say unto you that.it shall be more tolerable for the 


land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 


25 At that season Jesus answered and said, I 7thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst hide these 
things from the wisé and understanding, and didst reveal them 
unto babes: 26 yea, Father, *for so it was well-pleasing in thy 
sight. 27 All things have been delivered unto me of my Father: 
and no one knoweth the Son, save the Father; néither doth any 
know the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reveal him. 28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yo) 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in hi 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden. is light. : 

+Gr., beat the breast. *That is, collectors or renters of 

Roman taxes. *Or, was. *Many ancient authorities read chil- 

dren: as in Luke 7:35. ®Gr., powers. ®Many ancient author-.. 

ities read be brought down. ‘Or, praise. *Or, that. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

~national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chtonse 
Approach to the Lesson 

T HAS often been remarked that the 
| same sun which softens the wax 

hardens the clay. So it is with the 
preaching of the Gospel: some respond 
to it with gratitude, and enjoy its bless- 
ings; others turn from it in unbelief, 
and so are hardened in their sins. To 
the one, says Paul, we are a “savour 
of life’ unto life,” to the others, “of 
death unto death” (2 Cor. 2:16). It was 
so when the Prince of all preachers was 
here. There were those, chiefly among 
the poor and the outwardly sinful .and 
degraded, who ‘received the message 
eagerly and found life and healing. But 
the proud, self-righteous religionists, 
who did not feel their need of -God’s 
grace, spurned the message and the mes- 
senger, even blasphemously declaring 
that the Lord himself was an agent of 
Beelzebub, the prince of the demons. 


As to whether doubts had entered the 
mind of his forerunner John, or whether 
he simply sent his disciples to the Lord 
Jesus Christ with their questions as to 
his identity with the One who was to 
come (Matt. 11:3), we need not specu- 
late. But the Lord Jesus took ‘the op- 


portunity thus afforded to give a clear 


testimony to his Messiahship, and to ac- 
credit his messenger who was now im- 
prisoned. He stresses the tremendous 
responsibility that rests on all to whom 
the message comes. In declaring himself 
to ‘be Lord of the Sabbath, he is really 
asserting his deity, ‘This adds solemnity 


‘to his warnings and instruction through- 


out Chapter 12. 

The Historical Setting 

_ After sending out the twelve, our Lord 
visited a number of Galilean cities alone. 
John the Baptist had been imprisoned by 
Herod sometime before and was con- 
fined in the castle of Machzrus. This 
was before the feast referred to in John 
5:1, as Jesus speaks of John’s ministry, 
then, as in'the past. The exact date is 





uncertain, but it was probably still in 
the year A. D. 29, though some place it 
later. 
Verse by Verse 

Matt. 11:16.—“Children sitting in the 
markets.” Jesus likens the people to 
whom the message had come to irrespon- 
sible children who could make a play 
of the happiest or the saddest experi- 
ence of life, but had little realization 
of the import of éither. . 

Verse 17.—“Ye have not danced; ..: . 


. ye have not lamented.” Neither the glad 


note of the Gospel nor the solemn call 
to repentance seemed to have any ef- 
fect on the great majority of the people. 

Verse 18.—“John came neither eating 
nor drinking.” John was an ascetic, a 
man of the wilderness, who denied him- 
self all ordinary comforts, But they de- 
clared he was a demoniac. 

Verse 19.—‘A man gluttonous, and a 
winebibber.” Jesus was a man of 
the people. He moved freely among 
them and participated in their feasts. 
But his very geniality was misinter- — 
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preted. They accused him of pampering 
his appetites, 


Verse 20—“They repented not.” The 
very cities which had been most priv- 
ileged by hearing his word and behold- 
ing his works of- power, refused to 
change their careless attitude and ‘so 
continued in their sins. 


Verse 21.—“Chorazin . . . Bethsaida.” 
These cities were situated near the 
northern end of the Sea of Galilee, the 
one a little to the west, and the other 
on the shore. Chorazin is today an al- 
most unidentifiable ruin; Bethsaida is 
a very poor little village. 


Verse 22.—“More tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon.” These were Pheenician 
cities, noted for their wickedness, and 
destroyed centuries before. But their 


people are still awaiting the day of’ 


judgment. Note that there will be de- 
grees, of punishment according to the 
measure of light rejected. 


Verse 23.—“Exalted unto heaven,... 
brought down to hell [Hades}.” In priv- 
ilege, Capernaum was blessed above all 
other cities of Galilee, for the Lord chose 
it as “his own city” and in it wrought 
more mighty works than’in any other 
place. In this sense it was indeed ex- 
alted. But it was condemned to utter 
ruin because it knew not the time of 
its visitation. 

Verse 24.— “More tolerable for .-.. 
Sodom. ” Sodom had become a synonym 
for the vilest and most unnatural sin. 
But the people of Capernaum were 
guiltier, because they had much greater 
light and far more privileges. 


Verse 25.—“I thank thee, O Father.” 
At the very time when our Lord was 
experiencing the bitterness of man’s op- 
position, he turns in worship and praise 
to the-Father, rejoicing that. though the 
great ones in Israel rejected him, the 
humble received his words. 

Verse 26.—‘Even so, Father.” It is the 
language of complete subjection to the 
Father’s will. 


Verse 27.—‘*No man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father.” The mystery of the 
incarnation, God and man in one person, 
is insoluble and past human compre- 
hension. “He to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him.” The Fatherhood of 
God, unknown "by human: wisdom, is re- 
vealed by the Son. He has made God 
known to those who receive his words, 
as the Father of all the redeemed.” 

Verse 28.—“I will give you rest.” Jesus 

speaks in the consciousness of his full 
deity: Who but God himself could meet 
all the yearnings of the human heart 
and give perfect rest? 
' Verse 29—“Ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” This is that rest of heart 
and mind which the trusting soul enjoys, 
who submits to the yoke of Christ. . 

Verse 30.—‘My yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” A* yoke is designed 
to curb the will and. bring one .under 
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control. He who exchanges sin’s heavy 
burden for the glorious burden of sub- 
jection to the Lord finds it blessed «in- 
deed to serve so good a Master. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


True rest for the conscience and for 
the heart can only be found in Christ. 
The two rests of this Jesson are the 
same as the two aspects of peace pre- 
sented in the Epistlés.... Rest- of con- 
science is the equivalent of that: peace 
with God which is the portion: of ‘all who 
are justified by faith (Rom: 5:1): Rest 
ef soul is the same as that peace of God 
which passeth all understanding (Phil. 
4:6, 7), and is enjoyed by all who learn 
to commit everything to the Lord... 


A Lesson Outline f > 
REST AND PEACE 
Rest of Conscience (Matt. 11: 28) 
Peace with God (Rom, 5:1) 


Rest of Soul (Matt: 11:29) 
The-Peace of Ged (Phil. 4:6, °7) 


Christ says, “Come .. . I will give 
you rest” (Matt. 11:28) 

The Holy Spirit says, “He is our peace” 
(Eph. 2:14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ’s Testimony to John the Baptist. 
Whether John’s. faith was wavering and 
his spirit perplexed when tne Kingdom 
he had proclaimed did not immediately 
appear, or whether he sent his disciples 
to Jesus simply for the confirmation ‘of 
their faith may be impossible to decide. 
But. Jesus gave positive testimony to his 
Messiahship in such a way as to make it 
clear that he was the pomp ne even 
though the nation did not ive him. 
He then took occasion to bear special 
testimony to the muiltitude as to John’s 
unique position as the messenger sent 
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beforé his face, the greatest of all the 
prophets. Yet the least in the coming 
kingdom would be. greater than he in 
privilege (11:1-15). 

Jesus Lord of the Sabbath. By claim- 
ing to be Lord of the Sabbath, our Sav- 
iour again attested his consciousness of 
deity. For the Sabbath was Jehovah’s 
witness to his creatorial power (Exod. 
20:10, 11) and to the redemption of Is- 
rael from Egyptian bondage (Deut. 5: 
14, 15). It was distinctively “the sabbath 
of Jehovah.” The Jehovah of the Old 
Testament is the Jesus of the New, and 
he is Lord of the Sabbath, as of all else. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

It is a very serious thing to sin against 
light. Let us ask ourselves if we are 
consciously rejecting any truth God has 
revealed to us. 


We may well be amazed at the im- 
penitence and hardness of heart of the 
people in the cities where Jesus had 
done so many of his mighty works, but 
have our own héarts been any more 
ready to receive the truth than theirs? 


Have we accepted the twofold invi- 
tation of the Lord Jesus and come. to 
him for rest of conscience, and accepted 
the yoke of his authority over our lives 
in such a way that we find rest: of soul? 


While we cannot know the mystery of 
the divine Sonship of Jesus, we can 
know him as our own Saviour and Lord. 
Have we this blessed knowledge? 


Divine relationship is evidenced «by 
obedience to the Word of the Lord. All 
who trust Christ are .born of God and 
then are responsible to live as members. 
of his family (Matt. 12:46-50). Are we 
among those thus acknowledged - by 
Christ? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths. 

John the Baptist proclaimed the King- 
dom of Heaven, but he was not permit- 
ted .to see it displayed. 

The greater the light we have, the 
greater ‘is our responsibility to walk in 
accordance with our privileges (Jas. 4: 
17). 


There will be differences of degree in 
the punishment of the wicked, just as 
there will be different rewards for the 
righteous (Rev. 20:13; 2 Cor. 5:10). 


All . faithful. preachers. of the Word 
point souls to Another in order to find 
rest, but he bade them come:directly to 
himself. 

To come to Christ is to trust him, but 
to take his yoke means to own his Lord- 
ship. 

‘Only ‘he who was Lord of the Sabbath 
could abrogate in any way its restric 
tions. 

To know the thoughts of men is : an 
evidence of omniscience,:'-and this was 


. true of Jesus even in the days of his 


humiliation (12:25). 
Cutcaco. 
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Lesson for December 10 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT. were the questions asked of the 

Wik Jesus Christ by John’s disciples? 

2, How did he answer them? 

3. To what Old Testament prophet did 
Jesus liken John? 

4. Why were the Galilean cities con- 
demned? 

6. Can the mystery of the incarnation be 
understood? 

6, In’ what. way has Jesus Christ revealed 
the Father? ‘ 

7. Who are invited to come to Christ, and 
what does he promise them? 

8. What are the two resis of which Jesus 
speaks? 

9. What claims did Jesus make for him- 
self regarding the Temple and the sabbath? 

10. What attitude did many of the Phari- 
sees take toward Jesus? ; 

——_— 
Answers to the Questions 

The answers to the lesson questions) are 

given on pagé 853 of this issue. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


set forth for children in the faith, and that 
we do not. need unusual wisdom to see w 
thou hast provided for our needs of 
sort. In those heavy hours when we 
pressed by a sense of burden beca 
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lifting of the sense of load, and to give 
the rest that is the best of all, — for 
soul. We praise thy name, O Lord Jesus, 
the rest that thou dost promise, s@ much 
needéd by all of us in these bewildering ‘days. 
May we have strength from thee moment: by 
moment. We ask this in thy dear name, 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—This is a very per- 
sonal lesson. It comes straight home to 
you and to me. There are promises made 
by our heavenly Father for which we 
must wait, and wait willingly and gladly 
because they are his promises and will 
never fail. But in the last three verses 
of this lesson is a new word straight 
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OUR BURDENS 


ARE MADE IGHT 
BECAUSE HE IFTS 


REST IN HIM! 











from our Lord for plain folks like. our- 
selves, who need to come to him in 
meekness and lowliness, and how keenly 
we do need rest for the soul! Then in 
that last verse of the lesson he tells us 
why there will be rest with him. “For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” The way we carry our burdens 
makes a great difference in their weight. 
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If we take his yoke, and are yoked with 
him, we learn of him, and we are as- 
sured that his yoke is easy, his burden 
is light. It is light because he is lifting 
it with us and for us: Shall we not trust 
him as our perfect Burden-bearer? Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Whispering Flowers.” —We have piped 
unto you, and ye have not danced (Matt. 
11:17). There have been many explana- 
tions of. this passage, but here is what 
one fellow thinks Jesus had in mind: 

One. night I sat in the lobby of a 
leading Pittsburgh, Pa. hotel, after a 
good dinner listening to the music of 
a fine orchestra. The lobby was full 
of people, mostly “drummers” like my- 
self, all noisy in bustle and talk, and no 
one seemingly: paying the least atten- 
tion.to the excellent music being ren- 
dered with great skill. 

During an intermission the leader 
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passed where I was sitting. I stopped 
him and said, 

“Professor, you and your musicians are 
giving us lovely music, and I want you 
to know that in this chattering and 
gabby crowd there is one fellow who 
is greatly enjoying it.” 

The professor’s face broke into a smile 
and he said, “What is your favorite? We 
will play it-for you.” 

“T am not a musician and have no favo- 
rite, outside of the Blue Danube Waltz, 
which you have played so beautifully. 
You go back and play what you consider 
one of your loveliest, and I feel pretty 
sure it will be my favorite.” 

The leader returned to his men and 
there was a great shuffling of music 
sheets. Then came one of the sweetest 
and most tuneful arias I have ever 
heard. “The professor came to me and 
said, 

“How did you like that?” 
wae great! What is the name of 
i Pog 

“Whispering Flowers,” was the reply. 

Jesus came as a full orchestra and 
chorus playing “Good Will to Men,” an 


WHERE THE LOVELY LOWLY HEARTSEASE BLOOMS 








*Oid English for pansy” 


Me;for I am 
meek and low: 
ly in heart:and 
ye shall find rest 
unto your sould. 


Matt.11:28,29 
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aria sweeter than anything from strings 
and winds. But the world was too noisy 
to listen. We are told what happened 
to those who did listen and appreciate. 

The passage indicates how close the 
Master lived to the life of his day. His 
love for children is shown all through 
the Gospel (Matt. 19:14). 


“Missing It!”—And thou, Capernaum, 
which art exalted. .... It-shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom (vs. 23, 
24). Capernaum was not the last place 
that missed a great opportunity by fail- 
ing to appreciate what a blessing it pos- 
sessed in the person of one or more of 
its people. (Heb. 13:2.) 

When you go to buy a suit of clothes 
you will likely be shown two pieces of 
cloth much alike. A suit from one of 
the pieces will be priced much greater 
than the others. 

“Why the great difference in acuanitl 
you ask. 

“That more expensive cloth is Seiten 
and is imported stuff. It is well worth 
the difference in price.’ Here is what 
happened. 

In France the manufacture of textiles 
had been brought to a high degree of 
perfection by the Protestant French 
folks. After suffering no little persecu- 
tion at the hands of the Catholic rulers, 
about 1685, they were driven out of 
France — after the manner of the Jews 
from modern Germany in these later 
days. 

These fine Huguenot craftsmen went 
to England and the Low Countries, and 
there planted the seed for England’s 
great textile industries. Some of the 
Huguenots came, to America with their 
religion and skill. England, with her 
little Huguenot mills and superior out- 
put came to the top place in the world 
of trade. 

What an opportunity had Palestine, 
placed at the strategic point of the East- 
ern World. The land is a great jewel 
casket, the riches of which are only now 
being revealed by the exploitation of 
the rich mineral waters of the Dead 
Sea. Almost any day there may be great 
oil discoveries at the sites of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

Yes, Capernaum and her sister cities 
badly missed it by rejecting the Lord 
Jesus. But that is all water gone down 
the Jordan. The point for you is, are 
you missing it in the same way? 

From time to time I note in my news- 
paper the failure of able men and 
women with many fine parts. I say, 

“What a success, what a power that 
man .would have been had he been 
brought in saving touch with the Lord 
Jesus Christ!” (Psa. 18:35.) 


“Let Us All Sing!”"—Come unto me, 
all ye that ... are heavy laden (v. 28). 
When a man or woman comes to the 
Lord Jesus and can sing lustily and 
truthfully, “Christ Liveth in Me,” he 
or she can write the following little 
song, which was handed . to me. by a 
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banker friend. It is a lyric commentary 
on this text. 


If any little word of mine 
May make a life the brighter, 
If any little song of mine 
May make a heart the lighter, 
God, help me speak the little word 
And take my bit of singing 
And drop it in some lonely vale 
To set the echoes ringing. 
If any little love of mine 
May make a life the sweeter, 
If any little care of mine 
May make a friend’s the fleeter, 
If any lift of mine may ease 
The burden of another, 
God, give me love and care and strength 
To help my toiling brother. 

To these. anonymous verses I would 
add a jingle of my own, as follows: 

If any Corner thought of mine 

Shall start some reader thinking, 
If any Corner temp’rance talk 
Shall halt the cocktail drinking, 
God, give me thoughts and hints and yarns 
To paint Life’s outlook brighter 
And tie all readers up to Him 
Whose love makes burdens lighter. 

Now you try your hand at singing 
one! (Psa. 33:3; Isa. 26:1-3.) 

This world of ours is full of “heavy 
laden” people. The one with whom you 
associate may be silently and secretly 
carrying a load (burden) of which you 
never.dream. It is oftén hidden under 
a smile and an assumed gayety. The 
smile you see is only a mask. So why 
not make it a part of your Christian 
life always to show the Christ spirit, 
the spirit of the little poem, and so 
be “nice” to every person who touches 
your life. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
pk, this department; one dollar is paid. for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one cach. week But. readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet exeeing 
the conditions of this department. The full 
of lessons for the year, with es ee leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stam hat good ure to note 
the di tha’ illustrations 
to re Meaected by the 
tors, which: might anes availa’ 
Illustrations must reach The 


Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to Rivets on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.’ 


In view of the large number ae illustrations 
ac page on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit six the total for any one lesson. 


Man’s Thoughts and God’s—A friend 
of publicans and sinners (Matt. 11:19). 
“What do you think of the Salvation 
Army?” a-certain dignified minister of 
religion was onte asked. “I don’t like 
it at all,” was his answer; “but to tell 
you the truth, I believe God Almighty 
does.”—-From the Radio Times. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Judge’s Charge—But I say unto 
you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than 
for you (v. 22). The following story is 





told of Judge Gray, later in the United © 


States Supreme Court. A man was 
brought before him who was justly 
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charged with being an offender of the 
meanest sort. Through some technical- 
ity the judge was obliged unwillingly 
to discharge him, but as he did so he 
chose the time to say what he thought 
of’ the matter. “I believe you guilty,” 
he said, “and would wish to condemn 
you severely, but I am obliged to dis- 
charge you. I know you are guilty, and 
so do you; and I wish you to remember 
that you will some day pass before ‘a 
better and a wiser Judge, when you will 
be dealt with according to justice, and 
not according to [human] law.”—From 
“1001 Illustrations,” by Adquilla- Webb, 
D.D. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


Better than Agnosticism.—I thank thee 
. . » because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise... . and hast revealed 
them unto babes (v. 25). Charles Brad- 
laugh the agnostic was speaking in a 
great hall, and after his attack on the 
Christian faith he said: “If there is any 
Christian who would like to come to the 
platform and say a word in defense of 
the Christian religion, he has the oppor- 
tunity.” All the men were motionless, 
but one old woman walked feebly to the 
platform and said: “I am the woman 
to speak, for I know. Fifty years ago I 
was left a widow with three children. I 
had not a penny in the world, but I be- 
lieved in God as my Father, and Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour. I committed my 
lifé to his care. I have by his blessed 
help reared all my children. Today all 
are in positions of trust. Soon I shall 
leave this world, and I know the Lord 
is waiting to meet me on the shores of 
eternity. I know what my religion has 
done for me. What has your agnosticism 
done for you?” With the instinct of 
one who is beaten Bradlaugh replied: 
“Well, Grandma, we will not discuss that 
tonight."—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Coolie’s Surprise——Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest (Golden Text). 
The little daughter of a missionary 
asked a Japanese coolie if he enjoyed 
playing horse. He begged her not to 
make fun of him, her poor tired horse, 
as he was almost ready to drop. She 
suggested that he find other work, but 
he replied: “Once a jinrikisha-coolie, 
always a jinrikisha-coolie.” She said. 
“There’s a verse in the Bible written 
specially for coolies like you. I forget 
it now, but I’ll ask teacher and tell you 
on the way home. All day he felt 
cheered by her words, but was disap- 
pointed when she quoted the verse, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are “heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” He said sadly: “I feared it might 
be like that. I have no money to visit 
his shrine; and’ besides, I cannot leave 
town for a journey.” “But you don’t un- 
derstand,” she smiled. “It’s as easy as 
easy, and my daddy will tell you how.” 
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Lesson for December 10 


Her father did explain. The tired coolie 
came and found rest for his body as 
well as his soul, for he became janitor 
of the church. He never tires of hear- 
ing. that verse read.—From “Friday’s 
Footprints,” by Margaret T..Applegarth. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Little Child’s Understanding —Come 


- unto me, all ye that labour and are 


heavy laden, and I will give you rest 
(Golden Text). This was the text of 
the preacher one night. He was a true 
and warmhearted.man, and as he drew 
near the close of his address, his heart 
was so full of Christ that his lips could 
not express what he felt, and wanted 
to say. All he could say was, “ ‘Come 
unto Me’— what does it mean? ‘Come 
unto Me’— what does it mean?” Again 
and again he repeated, “What does it 
mean? What does it mean?” All at once, 
a little girl, sitting on a front seat, 
timidly rose and, childlike, held out her 
hand. “Weill,” said the preacher kindly, 
“what does it mean, dear child?” “Please, 
sir, it means that He wants me,” was 
the touching reply. The preacher sat 
down. Both he and the people felt no 
more need be said. Hearts became ten- 
der, eyes became wet with tears, and 
afterward one and another said, “The 
wisest and most able among us could 
not have given a truer and sweeter ex- 
position of the text.. ‘Come unto Me’ 
means that He wants me.”—From the 
Christian Life Missionary. Sent by Miss 
B. Steinmann, Wellesley, Ont., Can. Prize 
illustration. — 


Prego.—Come unto me, ... and I 
will give (Golden Text). The “Unknown 
Christian” of England says: “I have 
just returned from Italy. I asked an 
Italian why the people replied ‘Prego’ 
when I said ‘Gracia’ [thank* you] for 
some favor.. ‘Oh,’ said he, ‘it means, 
Your prayer is answered, and I'll do 
the same again.’” This is a beautiful 
expression of graciousness and love on 
the part of the one who has been asked 
to do something for another. And the 
Italian word “Prego” beautifully ex- 
presses God’s attitude and response 
when any of his children ask him for 
something he knows it is best for them 
to have: Let us remember, as we pray, 
how continuously and joyously our 
heavenly Father answers us with that 
word “Prego”—‘“Your prayer is an- 
swered, and I'll do the same again.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 
ee ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 851) 


1. They inquired if he was the One who 
should come or ‘whether another was to 
follow. 

2. He Sommenatreted his Messiahship by 
his ministry. 

3. To Elijah, who was called the restorer. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


4. For failure to accept the light given. 
5. Not by man. Only by the Father. 


6. By manifesting him in his holy life 
here on earth. 


7. All who are burdened are invited to 
come to him for rest. ~ 


8. Rest of conscience and rest of heart. 


9. He declared he was greater than the 
Temple, and Lord of the Sabbath. 


10. They rejected him, accusing him of 
being in league with Satan. 


b 


Say, Fellows,— - 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Work. 

Discussion: How long should a fellow 
wait before confessing a fault? Is there 
anything that can justify one in putting 
off a decision to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour? 


Objective: “To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart” (Psa. 95: 
4, 8). 


AY, fellows, I recall very distinctly 
in boyhood days a tough job I had 
on my hands, and how the last half of 
the work was so much easier and hap- 
pier for me than the first half. A large 
brick chimney on one of the buildirigs 
of our place had been blown down by a 
storm, leaving a great mass of bricks 
on the ground. I contracted with my 
father to stack those bricks in a neat 
pile in a designated spot across the yard, 
at so many wheelbarrow loads per day, 
working all forenoon, with the after- 
noons to spend as I pleased. I was to 
receive 50 cents for each morning’s work. 
On the second morning I was interrupted 
a little while by a visitor and fell short 
of my allotted task by two wheelbarrow 
loads. I intended to report the shortage 
to my father, but that evening when he 
handed me‘the daily half-dollar I ac- 
cepted the pay without telling him I 
had not fully earned it, being ashamed 
te admit it. If he had asked me I would 
have told him the truth, but as he séemed 
to take it for granted that I had done 
the: work as agreed, I let it go at that. 
But I was very unhappy. 
Next morning I took up my work with 
a heavy heart. My father had trusted 
me so fully, and by my silence I had 
deceived him; had cheated him just as 
much as if I had lied to him. My im- 
pulse was to tell him frankly I had been 
two loads short that second day; but as 
day by day passed, the further away — 
the older the matter got —the harder it 
was to do this. And all the time I was 
growing more miserable about it. The 
work grew monotonous, and I was heart- 
ily tired of it. I bitterly wished I had 
never undertaken it. On the twelfth 
day I was only half through; that pile 
of bricks looked almost as large as ever, 
and my conscience was giving me no 
peace. Then I came to a sudden decision. 
I would confess my fault to my father. 
I did so that very evening, and he for- 
gave me freely. 
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. There was a new spirit in me when I 


‘resumed my task on the thirteenth morn- 


ing. I was whistling a merry tune. My 
heart. was as light as a feather, and it 
seemed that the bricks were lighter, too. 
The pile began to melt away; the neatly 
stacked bricks on the other side of the, 
yard began to look like an office build- 
ing. The birds were singing; I had not 


_heard them before. The fish began to 


bite faster at the creek in the after- 
noons. Everything took on a different 
hue, a brighter one. It seemed the last 
half of that job was done in very much 
less time than the first, though actually 
it took me twenty-six days to complete 
it. 

Fellows, I told you that story because 
I was reminded of it by this challenge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in today’s les- 
son. “Come unto me, all ye that labour 


| Little Jetts Teach the Lewea'? 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Did Jesus say that because 
hé. was sorry for people who have to 
work? Indeed, no. Work is one of God’s 
great boons to mankind, Aren’t you 
glad you can work? Aren't you glad 
you can lay your weary head upon ‘the 
pillow at night, dead tired, but with 
the consciousness, “Today I have 
wrought; with my strength of body, 
mind, and spirit I have done something 
constructive, something worth while”? 
One of the saddest spectacles is the poor 
fellow who has to sit paralyzed and 
watch the great work-a-day world go 
‘ by, No, Jesus was not sorry for people 
who have to work; but he was sorry for 
those who are working, trying to make 
a good account of their time, but with 
the burden of unconfessed sin upon their 
souls. They are the “heavy ladened” 
ones. No fellow can ever be at his best, 
or really enjoy. his work, if he has not 
confessed his sins and accepted Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. Many are trying 
it that way, but are not getting any 
real satisfaction out of their work. But 
when a fellow’ gets right with the Lord, 
his work takes.on a new meaning, and 
instead of its being a daily drudge there 
is a joy in it that can come only from 
the One who said, “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me: ... and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
’ is-easy, and my burden is light.” 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To encourage the dl oge: to take 
an active interest in the work of Christ's 
Kingdom. 

Activity.—Fold a sheet cf writing paper 
in half. On the front page, at the top, 
write: “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 
4:22b). Across the bottom of the page 

. write: “The Saviour was rejected by the 
Jews” (Isa. 53:3). Cut out the shape of 
a eross in the center of the page, trace 
the cross on the sheet beneath, and color 
it red. Above the red cross write: “In » 
his name shall the Gentiles trust’ (Matt. 
12:24), and below: “Come unto me all 
ye—” (Matt. 11:30). 


Memory Verse.—‘“Be not hasty in -thy 
spirit to be angry” (Eccles. 7:9). 











AS your town accepted or rejected 
Christ? ‘Has your crowd given first 
consideration to him? Has the work of 
' his Kingdem become your leading topic 
of thought and conversation? If your 
answers are in the negative, what can 
you do to become more interested in 
Christ? If your answers are affirmative, 
there is yet a work for you. What can 
you do to help others make Heaven’s 
King their chief concern? 
Last aweek we learned how the dis- 
ae went forth to spread the message 
of: the Kingdom. Today we shall find 
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that the Jews, as a nation, rejected not 
only the man Christ Jesus, but they 
turned aside from God’s entire plan for 
their redemption. 

. Watch, though, how marvelously God’s 
love endured! It was his desire to re- 
deem, and constantly he had helped Is- 
rael out of trouble. All the way through 
the Old Testament his love is shown 
(Hosea 11:1; 14:4). Look at this in closer 
detail. ; 

SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS 


(The following outline and references 
may be written on separate cards and 
passed to the girls for brief study and 
report.) 

i: A seed line separated. (Gen. 9:26, 27; 
12:3). . 

2A people chosen. (Exod. “19: 4-6). 

3A Redeemer promised (Num, 24:17- 
19). 

(1) Descendant of King David Ga. 

9:7). 

(2) Ruler ‘in Israel (Mic. 5:2). 


4. The King-Redeemer came (Matt. 2: . 


2). 
5. The Kingdom at hand (Matt. 3:2). 
6. The King rejected. by the chosen 
people (Matt. 11:19, 20; 12:14, 24, 41). 


God chose the Jews, but the Jews did 
not choose God. 

Have you ever heard girls complain 
because they have been offended; or 
because they are friendless ‘and lonely? 
Often the fault lies with the individual 
girl. Proverbs 18:24 might read, “A girl 
that hath friends must shew herself 
friendly.” On the other hand, “A friend 
of the world is the enemy of God” (Jas. 
4:4), and first loyalty should be given 
to the Lord. With him we need not be 
lonely (Matt. 28:20). 

In the case of the rejection of the 
Lord Jesus, however, the fault rested en- 
tirely with the rejecters. “He was 
wounded for OUR transgressions, he was 
bruised for OUR ‘iniquities,” never for 
any error that he had made. Yet the 
Jews grew jealous and angry with our 
Lord, and finally failed because they 
neglected to heed the warning of our 
Memory Verse. 


“IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUSI” 
When certain Jews closed the way 
which God had provided for their re- 
lease from sin and eternal death, the 
Lord opened an invitation to Gentiles 
to enter his Kingdom.: (Show the’ folder.) 
Oh, no, God had not been neglecting 
the Gentiles through the ages before this 
time. Many: of them had come into fel- 
lowship with him, but now he was mak- 
ing it possible for more peuple to learn 
of him, and for all to know him better. 
Glance at a few of the things the Lord 
did for Gentiles in Matthew i1 and 12. 
wn Prayed for believers (Matt. 11: 25- 
2. Invited every one whd. wished to 
come unto ‘him (11:28-30), -. 
3. Showed judgment to Gentiles (12: 


: 18). 








November 25, 1939 


4. Welcomed both Jews and Gentiles 
into his Kingdom (12:50). 

Notice item 4. God did not wholly 
abandon the Jews when they abandoned 
him. They were Jews. who cried, “Cru- 
cify him, crucify” him,” yet ‘the first 


witnesses were Jews (Acts 1:8). Jewish’ 
men wrote the entire New Testament, 
and no doubt all of the Old, and to them 
we owe our knowledge of the Lord. 

Jews responded to the Gospel invita- 
tion in New Testament days, and some 
few have been responding ever since. 
It is difficult for those who do become . 
Christians. Often thsy are so cruelly 
persecuted by their own families and 
by other Hebrews that they must give an 
all former friendships. 

A missionary friend has recently writ- 
ten about her work among German-Jew- 
ish refugees in Shanghai, China. The 
Lord directed the mother of this mis- 
sionary, years ago, as she taught her 
child to read and speak the German 
language, and now he is using this long- 
waiting talent in bringing these tor- 
mented people to a knowledge of him- 
self. 

Our folder shows us that without the 
Christ of Calvary life is empty for Gen- 
tiles and Jews alike, but all who fill their 
lives with him find rest and joy.. 

What can you do about Christ’s King- 
dom? We not only want to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of God, but we want to 
be valuable citizens to our King, for we 
shall have the privilege of reigning with 
him some day (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 
20:6). 

Next Sunday we shall learn more 
about the nature of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Read Matthew 13 and be pre- 
pared to describe the seven mysteries 
of the Kingdom, and find new meaning 
in Matthew 6:33, the Memory Verse. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How) the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Use a large picture of “Christ Teaching 
the Multitude,” which you will be able 
to find in the picture rolls used by so 
many Sunday schools. 











FTER the Lord Jesus sent out the 
disciples to preach,—you remem- 
ber we studied about that last Sunday, 
—he also went out to teach and preach 
in the cities. Now, let’s find out if every- 
body listened to Jesus and believed on 
him. You.and I know lots of people 
who will not come to Sunday school 
or church, no matter how often we ask 
them. Then some people come once or 
twice, and they are not there any more, 
and if we go after them, they have a 
good excuse for not coming with us. 
People were just the same when Jesus 
was on earth. Some of them listened to 














Lesson for December 10 


him and said he was a prophet. They 
brought their sick ones to him to be 
healed, and they wondered at the great 
miracles he did, but they still did not 
believe ‘what he said,—that he was 
God’s Son. 

Even John the Baptist, a second cousin 
of the. Lord .Jesus, who had_ baptized 
Jésus, sent two of his disciples to ask 
Jesus if he was the Messiah, or should 
they wait for some one else. Jesus told 
Jghn’s' disciples to go back to John (he 
was: in prison, where Herod had, put 





—the blind receiving their sight, lame 
walking, lepers cleansed, deaf hearing, 
dead raised, and the poor having the 
Gospel preached to them. Jesus knew 
John would see that he was the Mes- 
siah, for he was doing what the prophets 
had said the Messiah would do. 

he scribes and Pharisees hated Jesus, 
so. they listened, hoping he would say 
something they could have him arrested 
for, and always trying to trap him with 
hard questions. 

But many people heard him gladly and 
believed in him, and were born again. 

I wonder how we are hearing the 
Bible today. When it is taught or 
preached, do we listen to it as God’s 
Word, that must be believed and obeyed, 
or do we héar it as so many do, without 
believing? 

The way those people long ago lis- 
tened. to Jesus decided whether they 
would live forever in Heaven, or spend 
eternity. in hell. Today this is just as 
true. The people who say Jesus was a 
great prophet or a good man, but only a 
man, and the Bible only a book like 
other books, are lost along with the man 
who curses Jesus, for only as you be- 
Wieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
Ged, God the Son, and accept him as 

- your own Saviour, can you have eter- 
nal life. 

T.am praying that every child will 
let the Lord Jesus Christ come into his 
heart and. save him today. I think the 
very best Memory Verse we can have 
today is John 3:16, and you can all say 
it together. 

Mopssto, Catir. 





A Missionary Prayer Meeting 
in Wartime 
(Continued from. page 848) 


it shows that Gospel work will continue 
right up to the time of Christ’s return; 
the: second, because it shows. that “the 
Shepherd -so kind had. us’in His ‘mind,” 
who. live in the end of the .age with all 
its sorrows and dangers and difficulties, 
when he: was speaking to his disciples 
all-those centuries ago. 

* Various friends led us in prayer for 
guidance for the China Inland Mission 
Councils in Shanghai and London; for 
the supply of financial needs; for Dr. 
Judd and-others traveling in China in 


‘ 


him), and tell him what they had seen. 
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these dangerous days; for three young 
men recruits on their way out; for 
Chiang-Kai-shek; for Chinese sufferers, 
including those in the bombed cities, 
and the sixty million refugees. 

Our secretary then told that most en- 
couraging incident, since reported in the 
October Chira’s Millions, of the un- 
known young man handing Mr. Aldis 
ninety-two. pounds ten shillings in an 
envelope marked only, “For the China 
Inland Mission,” and running away be- 
fore he could be thanked. What a token 
for good in these days of straitness! It 
is small wonder.that we felt able to 
sing, “Will your anchor hold?”. lustily 
and with a good courage. 

Then the:secretary passed on to us a 


“prayer she had received in a personal 


letter from the secretary of the Zambesi 
Mission. It was as follows: . 

“I pray that you may have the sure 

knowledge of God’s presence: 
Above — The Overshadowing Wings, 
Around —His Guardian Angels, 
Underneath — The Everlasting Arms, 
Within — His Peace.” - 

With this prayer for us and our loved 
ones, including the dear lads serving in 
His Majesty’s forces on sea and. land 
and in the air, the meeting ended; but 
not the fellowship, and the joyful knowl- 
edge of our Saviour’s tender thought 
for us and the work in China for which 
we had been praying. 


HAILSHAM, Sussex, ENG. 
3 ve 
The Unpardonable Sin 


(Continued from page 844) 


recognized between that condition after 
death, in which-no forgiveness of any sin 
is available, and the supposition that one 
might reach such a hopeless state in this 
life. 
gelists and soul-winners sometimes have 
sought to alarm the unsaved by. warn- 
ings that assert that men may reach a 
hopeless state in this life. It is true that 
many are living today who will probably 
not be saved; but it is serious indeed 
to imply that the Gospel is no longer 
addressed to them. No more unscrip- 
tural, unproved; and Christ-dishonoring 


In their zeal for decisions, evan- . 
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sentiment has been set forth concerning 
the supposed unpardonable sin than is 
expressed in the following verse: 
There is a line by us unseen, 
Which crosses every path, 
The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience and His wrath. 


The unpardonable sin was one specific, 
well-defined act, and when attempts 
have been made—as thousands have 
been—to extend that sin to include 
other forms of evil, there is no agree- 
meént tobe found, and each effort proves 
most misleading and injurious. These 
definitions of the unpardonable sin could 
be listed at great length. Two recent 
writers assert the following: “It is the 
sin of willfully speaking against or de- 
spising the Holy Spirit when it is abso- 
lutely and positively known who he is.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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’ “A sin of character crystallized in op- 
position to God, a sin against spiritual 
knowledge, malicious and willful.” Of 
the first of these it may be remarked 
that it is demanding as a situation what 
was not true when the real sin was com- 
mitted. It is not probable that those 
involved in that sin had any definite 
knowledge or identification of the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. The second is 
so broad that few, if any, could escape 
its terrible cohsequences. 

Having dwelt to this extent on the 
theme as to what is not the unpardonable 
sin, some word is in order as to what 
it really is. The period of Christ’s earth- 
ministry was one of exceptional com- 
binations of the undertakings of each 
of the Persons of the Godhead. The 
Father was directing the Son, and the 
Son was working in the power of the 
Spirit. A peculiar danger was created, 
under these relationships, “of asserting 
that which was not true. - For reasons 
not revealed and which doubtless could 
not be understood in all their import, 
the supreme. wickedness consisted. in as- 
signing to Satan Christ’s power which 
was in and through the Holy Spirit. -It 
is explicitly ‘and unmistakably . pro- 
claimed that to assign to Satan this em- 
powering work of the Spirit in “Christ’s 
ministry was the unpardonable sin. That 
specific sin, therefore, could not be com- 
mitted under other conditions, and every 
attempt to extend it into present rela- 
tionships, and into the age in which we 
live, is without reason or justification. 

It may be clarifying to consider the 
unpardonable sin,-—as:it is now sup- 
posed to be committed,—first, by the 
saved, and second, by the unsaved. 

That this sin is never committed by 
a Christian is evident, since it is written 
of the Christian that he, being in Christ, 
is never to be subject to condemnation 
(Rom. 8:1, Revised Version; John 3: 
18); that he shall never come into, judg- 
ment (John 5:24); that he is forgiven 
trespasses (Col, 2:13); that he is already 
justified (Rom. 5:1); ‘and that no exist- 
ing power can separate him from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
(Rom, 8:38, 39; John 10:28). Were it 
possible for a Christian to commit the 
unpardonable’ sin, drastic qualifying 
statements would have to be inserted 
in every one of these wholly uncondi- 
tional statements in the Word of God. 

With reference to the unregenerate, 
it is asserted, “Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely” (Rev. 22: 
17). Christ said, “Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6: 
37); and, “Whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish” (John 3:16). ‘These 
absolute promises to the unsaved, and a 
hundred more like them, would have to 
be modified to the point of becoming 
merely contingent propositions ‘from 
which no living person might derive any 
assurance or comfort. The incomparable 
text, Jolin 3:16, does not end with the 
death-dealing words, excepting those 
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who have committed, or may commit, 
the unpardonable sin; yet these words 
are required if there be such a sin to- 
day. 

That the idea of an unpardonable sin 
is a flat contradiction of the “whosoever 


- will gospel”; that such a ain is never 


mentioned in the Bible but in the one 
specific instance; that no one has ever 
demonstrated that even one person has 
ever committed such a sin in this age; 
and that, if such a sin were possible at 
all, it could not be proved that any 
person had not committed it, — should 
terminate in every person’s mind the 
supposition that the unpardonable sin 
can be committed today. 





The Young People’s 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 17. Our. Part in the Missionary 
Enterprise. Rom. 10:8-15. 


Le cenetiemmenaieal 


Sunday, December 10 
“Teaching, Preaching, Healing” 





(Matt. 4:23-25) 
Mon.—The, teaching commission (Matt. 
28:19, 20). 
Tues.—The teaching ministry (Acts 18: 
24-28). 
Wed.—Jesus heals a “foreigner” (Mark 
7:24-30). 


Thurs.—The sick healed (Acts 5:12-16). 

Fri.—Paul, a preacher to Gentiles (Eph. 
3:1-9). 

Sat.—“Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:1-5). 











OHN WILLIAMS, one of the pioneer 
J missionaries to the Society Islands 


- In the Southern Pacific, went out when 


he was only about twenty years of age. 
He had learned the trade of a mechanic 
at home, and used his skill on the mis- 
sion field, teaching the natives how to 
make houses, furniture, boats, and arti- 
cles of metal. He. led the natives in 
raising sugar cane, and built a sugar 
mill so that they might become self- 
supporting. He reduced their language 
to-writing and drew up a code of laws 
for them. His first baptismal group 
numbered seventy. In a boat which he 
built himself he visited many of the 


surrounding islands carrying the good 


news of the Gospel. He laid down his 


dife for the people he loved, for he 


was finally’ murdered by-some fierce 


natives of the New Hebrides, who mis- 
took him for a cruel trades, 


‘Mista guden’ dn leuk “ana: debiee 


people’s meeting the “why” of Chris- 
tian missions, we are to think this week 
of the “how,” or the. methods of Chris- 
tian missions. Here the New Testa- 


‘ment must be our methods textbook. 
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As long as the Christian. Church: fol- 
lowed New Testament: methods just so 
long was her missionary program living 
and effective. When she departed from 
New Testament methods her program 
became static and often lifeless. 

The Lord Jesus sent his disciples out 
by twos. This plan was followed largely 
in the early Church. As the mission- 
aries went from town to town, groups 
of believers were raised up. These 
became self-supporting and, in turn, 
sent out new missionaries to the sur- 
rounding country. No great institutions 
were established or maintained by con- 
tributions from the mother church. 


Our Scripture lesson shows us from 
the life of the Lord Jesus three princi- 
pal kinds of missionary activity, — 
preaching, teaching, and healing. Un- 
der these three divisions practically all 
truly Christian missionary work may 
be grouped today. Preaching and teach- 
ing can be further subdivided into sev- 
eral different forms which these activ- 
ities teach. Let us consider them briefly 
under these subdivisions: 

Oral preaching.—Here is certainly the 
most important method of all. We are 
told that the Lord Jesus “ordained 
twelve . .. that he might send them 
forth to preach” (Mark 3:14), and that 
“they went forth and preached every- 
where” (Mark 16:20). Paul told the 
Corinthians that “it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe” {1 Cor. 1:21). At Pente- 
cost three thousand souls were saved 
in one day and five thousand more’ a 
little later, as the direct result of Spirit- 
filled preaching. 

However, we must disabuse our minds 
of the idea that preaching means only 
within the confines of a church. The 


apostles preached in the Temple and - 


in the synagogues, but also in houses, 
market _ places, amphitheaters, prison 
courts, and even in the judgment halls 
of Roman governors. True missionaries 
today will preach on the street corner, 
in workshops, in Indian bazaars, in Chi- 
nese tea shops, at Tibetan fairs, and 
anywhere that an opportunity is found 
to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his power to save from sin. 


But preaching may also be accom- — 


plished through personal work.. Many 
times in the Lord’s earthly ministry 
we find him talking to one or two 
individuals such as Nicodemus, the 
woman of Samaria at the well, Zac- 
chzeus, the rich young ruler, and the 
like. We find him at the wedding feast 
of Cana, at Simon the Pharisee’s: din- 
ner, and in the home at Bethany. - Just 
so the true. missionary today will use 
all such‘ opportunities to tell: others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul, you 
‘will remember, used the opportunitiés 


that came to him while a prisoner in 


Rome to speak to -his guards, so that 














. through letter writing. 
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many in Czsar’s household (Phil. 4: 
22) ‘came to know and serve the Lord 
Jesus, 

bd 


It. is possible to preach through the 
handing out of Gospel literature and 
Think what 
Christians today. would have missed had 
it not. been: for the Spirit-filled and 
Spirit-dictated letters of Paul, Peter, and 
dohn,. We may not hope to have our 
letters inspired in the same sense in 
which theirs were, but God can and 
will use letter writing and the sending 
of Christian literature, if we will trust 
him to do.so and ask his guidance and 
direction in this form of preaching the 


Under the general heading of ‘teach- 
ing must come first the instruction in 
the Word, whereby believers are built 
up’ and strengthened in the faith and 
enabled to live consistent and conse- 
crated Christian lives. Paul and his 


helpers constantly brought groups of be-. 


lievers together when they revisited the 
towns, so that these believers might be 
strengthened and instructed. 
4 

Another form of teaching is the in- 
struction of illiterate people, so that 
they may be able to read the Scrip- 
tures and thus dig for themselves Bible 
truths. In some lands, it is even neces- 
sary to reduce a spoken language to 
writing and then teach the people how 


to read the very language they have. 


been. speaking. This -also means that 
the. Seriptures must be translated into 
this new written language and printed, 
so that believers may have the Word 
in their own tongue. Right. now this is 
going on in the land of our’ next door 
neighbor, Mexico. A number of young 
men and women are -busy translating 


the Scriptures into Indian tongues,’which 


have never before been reduced to writ- 
ing. 
Sg 

Still another form of. teaching is seen 

in. the training of native workers... We 

have already seen how the Lord Jesus 

spent a great deal of his time and at- 


tention in: training those that were to 


follow him. Paul chose and trained 
Timothy. and Titus, and urged them to 
do likewise (2 Tim. 2:2). 

But just as the great goal and aim 
in preaching must be proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus, so in teach- 
ing and training this also must be the 
goal., Mere education in heathen lands, 
without. the definite and clear objective 
of bringing men and women to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to serve him, 
is but increasing the efficiency of sin 
and idolatry. - 


Under the third great form of mis- 
sionary activity followed by the Lord 
Jésus, — that of.healing,—many open- 
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ings for the proclamation of the Gospel 
have been made in foreign lands. Heal- 
ing has a universal appeal, and heathen 
lands are filled with sick and suffering 
humanity. Instance after instance can 
be related where the physical need has 
given the Christian physician an op- 
portunity to speak of the deeper spir- 
itual need of Christ in the life. Your 
pastor can help you obtain some infor< 
mation as to how healing is used by the 
missionaries of your denomination to 
open the door for the Gospel, © The 
tragedy comes when medical help. is 
given, and not followed up by bringing 
the sick and suffering to khow the One 
who can heal the deeper needs of: ‘the 
human heart. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Nara’s Escape 
By Nesta Reed 


HIS js: the true story of Nara’s es- 
cape, and what a very narrow escape 
it was indeed! 

Nara lived with her family in a small 
village on the Godavari River in South 
India. She was a very useful little girl 
in the house, helping her mother with 
carrying water from the river and do- 
ing a lot of small jobs. Her father was 
a poor farmer, and he and her brother 
Dumma had to work very hard to raise 
the corn which fed them, and paid their 
taxes. One day Nara’s father returned 
in the evening, and as they were eating 
their meal he remarked that his foot 
was painful. “I trod on a sharp piece 
of coconut shell in the field and cut it 
rather deeply.” 

“I had better put some good healing 





medicine on it,” said his wife, so she 


prepared some ‘leaves and ground them 
with dirt taken from the cowshed, for 
Indian people think that eVerything 
connected with -a cow is sacred! 

It was not strange that the farmer 
got so sick that he could not sleep with 
the pain of his much swollen and poi- 
soned foot. 

“We had better take you to the for- 
eign Heal-All Home at Santapur,” said 
his wife at last. “We must go, too, and 
as you cannot walk, I will ‘hire a bul- 
lock cart.” Accordingly they shut up 
the house next day and went a long 
day’s journey to the nearest hospital. 

The mission doctor looked at the’ poi- 
soned foot and told the farmer he would 
have to stay for some weeks; indeed, 
there was great fear at first that the 
poor man had come too late to save his 
life. 

When he was a little better he began 
worrying about their field of corn. 

“Son,” he said to Dumma, “vu will 
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A Gift They'll Cherish 
WINGS AND SKY 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 
A book of poems on the deep things of God. Tender love 
Shee Songs of home, children, motherhood. Susda 
hool Times: She has caught slimpess of Heaven’s 
gory and opened the door to us." Dr, L. S. Bauman: 
je from Ph Bible, I know of no finer gift. Evangelical 
Christian: Good Christian postty like this | is rare today. 
Velour, $1; cloth, $1.50.. Orderfrom Howard W. ma 
olson, 1406 Lagoon Ave., Wilmington, Calif 


Pr 
For Your Christmas Program 
Are ‘you looking for something different? Why not 
ben the Curistmas Story on the VISUAL AID 
RD? Send 10 cents for patterns and instructions 
fdt making and using this story. Information about 
we find many other stories given on request. 


22-0 “HOLLENBECK & McCALL 
Box 122 122 Aberdeen, South Dakota 








When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 


Times? 


semen 
“A New Book for Christian Workers. 


“Preach the Word” 
125 Sermon Outlines 


by Rev. Fred Rader, for 
neatly so years Baptist min- 
ister at New Brighton, Pa.; 
consisting of the very choi- 
cest of sermon outlines; fresh 
for the present day; funda- 
mental and spiritual. “The 
best since the days of Spur- 
geon.”’— Mel. Trotter. 
Introduction by Dr. J, H. 
ty Nyack, New York. 


» only SOc per copy. 
Ugh adtope Pao 


FREE TRACTS 


Offered in limited co yg to Bi. hed unable to pur- 

chase, promising carefu mediate distriba ion. 

Send three-cent stamp for ciao from which to order, 
Address Dept. P 

. BIBLE INSTITUT COLPORTAGE ASS’'N- 

837 North Wells Street’ Chicago, Iinois 














Saint, Seer 


and 


Scientist 
og, 4, Eh. EE 


Gripping story of one 
of the world’s greatest 
scientists who is a true 
Christian, and a negro. 
Born a slave, separated 
from his parents, sickly 


‘ asa child, he ‘just growed.’’ His Christian sath 


¢ame from the fact that he ‘‘could not tell a lie.’’ 
He refused $100,000 a year in order to serve his 
people. Led by God he has produced 1,000 
products from peanuts, pecans, sweet potatoec, 
etc. He gives the full glory te God, owns no 

2atents, and maintains no claim over his amaz- 

achievements as a leading world-scientist. 

“A Christian life story not to be missed. Per- 
Pet for reading, inspiration, study, meditation, 
gifts and rewards. 32 pages, art paper covers, 
only twenty-five cents. 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
366 Bay Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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aria sweeter than anything from strings 
and winds. But the world was too noisy 
to listen. We are told what happened 
to those who did listen and appreciate. 

The passage indicates how close the 
Master lived to the life of his day. His 
love for children is shown all through 
the Gospel (Matt. 19:14). 


“Missing It!”—And thou, Capernaum, 
which art exalted. ... It shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom (vs. 23, 
24). Capernaum was not the last place 
that missed a great opportunity by fail- 
ing to appreciate what a blessing it pos- 
sessed in the person of one or more of 
its people. (Heb. 13:2.) 

When you go to buy a suit of clothes 
you will likely be shown two pieces of 
cloth much alike. A.suit from one of 
the pieces will be priced much greater 
than the others, 

“Why the great difference in nics 
you ask. 

“That more expensive cloth is cee, 
and is imported stuff. It is well worth 
the difference in price.” Here is what 
happened. 

In France the manufacture of textiles 
had been brought to a high degree of 
perfection by the Protestant French 
folks. After suffering no little persecu- 
tion at the hands of the Catholic rulers, 
about 1685, they were driven out of 
France — after the manner of the Jews 
from modern Germany in these later 
days. 

These fine Huguenot craftsmen went 
to England and the Low Countries, and 
there planted the seed for England’s 
great textile industries. Some of the 
Huguenots cafhe to America with: their 
religion and skill. England, with her 
little Huguenot mills and superior out- 
put came to the top-place in the world 
of trade. 

What an opportunity had Palestine, 
placed at the strategic point of the East- 
ern World. The land is a great jewel 
casket, the riches of which are only now 
being revealed by the exploitation of 
the rich mineral waters of the Dead 
Sea. Almost any day there may be great 
oil discoveries at the sites of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

Yes, Capernaum and her sister cities 
badly missed it by rejecting the Lord 
Jesus. But that is all water gone down 
the Jordan. The point for you is, are 
you missing it in the same way? 

From time to time I note in my news- 
paper the failure of able men and 
women with many fine parts. I say, 

“What a success, what a power that 
man .would have been had he been 
brought in saving touch with the Lord 
Jesus Christ!” (Psa. 18:35.) 


“Let Us All Sing !”—Come unto me, 
all ye that... are heavy laden (v. 28). 
When a man or woman comes to the 
Lord Jesus and can sing lustily and 
truthfully, “Christ Liveth in Me,” he 
or she can write the following little 
song, which was handed to me. by a 





-sent for ten cents in “thal 
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banker friend. It is a lyric commentary 
on this text. 


If any little word of mine 
May make a life the brighter, 
If any little song of mine 
May make a heart the lighter, 
God, help me speak the little word 
And take my bit. of singing 
And drop it in some lonely vale 
To set the echoes ringing. 
If any little love of mine 
May make a life the sweeter, 
If any little care of mine 
May make a friend’s the fleeter, 
If any lift of mine may ease 
The burden of another, 
God, give me love and care and strength 
To help my toiling brother. 


To these anonymous verses I would 
add a jingle of my own, as follows: 

If any Corner thought of mine 

Shall start some reader thinking, 
If any Corner temp’rance talk 
Shall halt the cocktail drinking, 
God, give me thoughts and hints and yarns 
To paint-Life’s outlook brighter 
And tie all readers up to Him 
Whose love makes burdens lighter. 

Now you try your hand at singing 
one! (Psa. 33:3; Isa. 26:1-3.) 

This world of ours is full of “heavy 
laden” people. The one with whom you 
associate may be silently and secretly 
carrying a load (burden) of which you 
never.dream. It is oftén hidden under 
a smile and an assumed gayety. The 
smile you see is only a mask. So why 
not make it a part of your Christian 
life always to show the Christ spirit, 
the spirit of the little poem, and so 
be “nice” to every person who touches 
your life. 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
a this department; one dollar is paid. for 
illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the ar one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first Brod i 
ing and reading carefully a lentes ome mage 
the conditions of this department. The se full 
of lessons for the year, with this Teaflet, will be 
Failure to note 
ood illustrations 
the 
e available. 


tions means 
are constantly having to 
editors, which: might otherwise 


ieee must reach The Sunday School 
three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text 7 amt in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Man’s Thoughts and God’s.—A friend 
of publicans and sinners (Matt. 11:19). 
“What do you think of the Salvation 
Army?” a-certain dignified minister of 
religion was onte asked. “I don’t like 
it at all,” was his answer; “but to tell 
you the truth, I believe God Almighty 
does.”—From the Radio Times. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Judge’s Charge—But I say unto 
you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of-judgment, than 
for you (v. 22). The fellowing story is 
told of Judge Gray, later in the United 
States Supreme Court. A man was 
brought before him who was justly 
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charged with being an offender of the 
meanest sort. Through some technical- 
ity the judge was obliged unwillingly 
to discharge him, but as he did so he 
chose the time to say what he thought 
of’ the matter. “I believe you guilty,” 
he said, “and would wish to. condemn 
you severely, but I am obliged to dis- 
charge you. I know you are guilty, and 
so do you; and I wish you to remember 
that you will some day pass before a 
better and a wiser Judge, when you will 
be dealt with according to justice, and 
not according to [human] law.”—From 
“1001 Illustrations,” by Aquilla- Webb, 
D.D. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 


‘Mass. 


Better than Agnosticism.—I thank thee 
. because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise... . and hast revealed 
them unto babes (v. 25). Charles Brad- 
laugh the agnostic was speaking in a 
great hall, and after his attack on the 
Christian faith he said: “If there is any 
Christian who would like to come to the 
platform and say a word in defense of 
the Christian religion, he has the oppor- 
tunity.” All the men were motionless, 
but one old woman walked feebly to the 
platform and said: “I am the woman 
to speak, for I know. Fifty years ago. I 
was left a widow with three children. I 
had not a penny in the world, but I ‘be- 
lieved in God as my Father, and Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour. I committed my 
lifé to/his care. I have by his blessed 
help reared all my children. Today all 
are in positions of. trust. Soon I shall 
leave this world, and I know the Lord 
is waiting to meet me on the shores of 
eternity. I know what my religion has 
done for me. What has your agnosticism 
done for you?” With the instinct of 
one who is beaten Bradlaugh replied: 
“Well, Grandma, we will not discuss that 
tonight."—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Coolie’s Surprise. —Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest (Golden Text). 
The little daughter of a missionary 
asked a Japanese coolie if he enjoyed 
playing horse. He begged her not. to 
make fun of him, her poor tired horse, 
as he was almost ready. to drop. She 
suggested that he find other work, but 
he replied: “Once a jinrikisha-coolie, 
always a jinrikisha-coolie.” She said. 
“There’s a verse in the Bible written 
specially for coolies like you. I forget 
it now, but I’il.ask teacher and tell you 
on the way home. All day he felt 
cheered by her words, but was disap- 
pointed when she quoted the verse, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour aad 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” He said sadly: “I feared it might 
be like that. I have no money to visit 
his shrine; and’ besides, I cannot leave 
town for a journey.” “But you don’t un- 
derstand,” she smiled. “It’s as easy as 
easy, and my daddy will tell you how.” 
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Her father did explain. The tired coolie 
came and found rest for his body as 
well as his soul, for he became janitor 
of the church. He never tires of hear- 
ing. that verse read—From “Friday's 
Footprints,” by Margaret T..Applegarth. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Little Child’s Understanding.—Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest 
(Golden Text). This was the text of 
thé preacher one night. He was a true 
and. warmhearted.man, and as he drew 
near the close of-his address, his heart 
was so full of Christ that his lips could 
not express what he felt, and wanted 
to say. All he could say was, “‘Come 
unto Me’— what doés it mean? ‘Come 
unto Me’— what does it mean?” Again 
and again he repeated, “What does it 
mean? What does it mean?” All at once, 
a little girl, sitting on a front seat, 
timidly rose and, childlike, held out her 
hand. “Well,” said the preacher kindly, 
“what does it mean, dear child?” “Please, 
sir, it means that He wants me,” was 
the touching reply. The preacher sat 
down. Both he and the people felt no 
more need be said. Hearts became ten- 
der; eyes became wet with tears, and 
afterward one and another said, “The 
wisest and most able among us could 
not have given a truer and sweeter ex- 
position of the text. ‘Come unto. Me’ 
means that He wants me.”—From the 
Christian Life Missionary. Sent by Miss 
B. Steinmann, Wellesley, Ont., Can. Prize 
illustration. 


Piepes tee unto me, ... and I 
will give (Golden Text). The “Unknown 
Christian” of England says: “I have 
just returned from Italy. I asked an 
Italian why the people replied ‘Prego’ 
when I said ‘Gracia’ [thank you] for 
some favor.. ‘Oh,’ said he, ‘it means, 


Your prayer is answered, and I'll do. 


the same again.’” This is a beautiful 
expression of graciousness and love on 
the part of the one who has been asked 
to do something for andther. And the 
Italian word “Prego” beautifully ex- 
presses God’s attitude and response 
when any of his children ask him for 
something he knows it is best for them 
to have. Jet us remember, as we pray, 
how continuously and joyously our 
heavenly Father answers us with that 
word “Prego”—‘“Your prayer is an- 
swered, and I’ll do the same again.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 851) 


1. They inquired if he was the One who 
should come or‘ whether another was to 
follow. 


2. He. Romenarreted his Messiahship by 
his ministry. 


8. To Elijah, who was called the restorer. . 
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4. For failure to accept the light given. 
5. Not by man. Only by the Father. 


6. By manifesting him in his holy life 
here on earth. 


7. All who are burdened are invited to 
come to him for rest. = - 


8. Rest of conscience and rest of heart. 


9. He declared he. was greater than the 
Temple, and Lord of the Sabbath. 


10. They rejected him, accusing him of 
being in league with Satan. 
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Say, Fellows,— - 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


Eow the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Work. 

Discussion: How long should a fellow 
wait before confessing a fault? Is there 
anything that can justify one in putting 
off a decision to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour? 


Objective: “To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart” (Psa. 95: 
7, 8). 


AY, fellows, I recall very distinctly 

in boyhood days a tough job I had 
on my hands, and how the last half of 
the work was so much easier and hap- 
pier for me than the first half. A large 
brick chimney on one of the buildirigs 
of our place had been blown down by a 
storm, leaving a great mass of bricks 
on the ground. I contracted with my 
father to stack those bricks in a neat 
pile in a designated spot across the yard, 
at so many wheelbarrow loads per day, 


working all forenoon, with the after-_ 


noons to spend as I pleased: I was to 
receive 50 cents for each morning’s work. 
On the second morning I was interrupted 
a little while by a visitor and fell short 
of my allotted task by two wheelbarrow 
loads. I intended to report the shortage 
to my father, but that evening when he 
handed me“the daily half-dollar I ac- 
cepted the pay without telling him I 
had not fully earned it, being ashamed 
to admit it. If he had asked me I would 
have told him the truth, but as he séemed 
to take it for granted that I had done 
the work as agreed; I let it go at that. 
But I ‘was very unhappy. 

Next morning I took up my work with 
a heavy heart. My father had trusted 
me so fully, and by my silence I had 
deceived him; had cheated him just as 
much as if I had lied to him. My im- 
pulse was to tell him frankly I had been 
two loads short that second day; but as 
day by day passed, the further away — 
the older the matter got —the harder it 
was to.do this. And all the time I was 
growing more miserable about it. The 
work grew monotonous, and I was heart- 
ily tired of iit: I bitterly wished I had 
never undertaken it. On the twelfth 
day I was only half through; that pile 
of bricks looked almost as large as ever, 
and my conscience was giving me no 
peace. Then I came to a sudden decision. 
I would confess my fault to my. father. 
I did so that very evening, and he for- 
gave me freely. 





_heard them before. 
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. There was a new spirit in me when I 


‘resumed my task on the thirteenth morn- 


ing. I was whistling a merry tune. My 
heart.was as light as a feather, and it 
seemed that the bricks were lighter, too. 
The pile began to melt away; the neatly 
stacked bricks on the other side of the, 
yard began to look like an office build- 
ing. The birds were singing; I had not 
The fish began to 
bite faster at the creek in the after- 
noons. Everything took on a different 
hue, a brighter one. It seemed the last 
half of that job was done in very much 
less time than the first, though actually 
it took me twenty-six days to complete 
it. 

Fellows, I told you that story because 
I was reminded of it by this challenge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in today’s les- 
son. “Come unto me, all ye that labour 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson ' 
By Wade C. Smith | 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








REACTIONS TO THE Good NEWS 
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and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Did Jesus say that because 
hé. was sorry for people who have to 
work? Indeed,no. Work is one of God’s 
great boons to mankind, Aren’t you 
glad you can work? Aren’t you glad 
you can lay your weary head upon the 
pillow at night, dead tired, but with 
the consciousness, “Today I have 
Wrought; with my strength of body, 
mind, and spirit I have done something 
constructive, something worth while”? 
One of the saddest spectacles is the poor 
fellow who has to sit paralyzed and 
watch the great work-a-day world go 
by. No, Jesus was not sorry for people 
who have to work; but he was sorry for 
those who are working, trying to make 
a good account of their time, but with 
the burden of unconfessed sin upon their 
souls. They are the “heavy ladened” 
ones. No fellow can ever be at his best, 
or really enjoy. his work, if he has not 
confessed his sins and accepted Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. Many are trying 
it that way, but are not getting any 
real satisfaction out of their work. But 
when a fellow gets right with the Lord, 
his work takes-on a new meaning, and 
‘nstead of its being a daily drudge there 
is a joy in it that can come only from 
the One who said, “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me: ... and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


Me 
My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To encourage the girls to take 
an active interest in the work of Christ’s 
Kingdom. 
Activity.—Fold a sheet of writing paper 
in half. On the front page, at the top, | 
. write: “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 
4:22b). Across the bottom of the page 
. write: “The Saviour was rejected by the 
ews” (Isa. 53:3). Cut out’ the shape of 
a eross in the center of the page, trace 
the cross on the sheet beneath, and color 
it red. Above the red cross write: “In . 
his name shall the Gentiles trust’ (Matt. 
12:21), and below: “Come unto me. all 
ye-—" (Matt. 11:30). 
Memory Verse.—‘Be not hasty in-thy 
spirit to be angry” (Eccles. 7:9). 











H*s your town accepted or rejected 
Christ? ‘Has your crowd given first 
consideration to him? Has the work of 
' his Kingdom become your leading topic 
of; thought and conversation? If your 
answers are in the negative, what can 
you do to become more interested in 
Christ? If your answers are affirmative, 
there is yet a work for you. What can 
you do to help others make Heaven’s 

King their chief concern? 
“Last Week we learned how the dis- 
les wént forth to spread the message 





if the Kingdom. Today we shall find » 
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that the Jews, as a nation, rejected not 
only the man Christ Jesus, but they 
turned aside from God’s entire plan for 
their redemption. 

Watch, though, how marvelously God’s 
iove endured! It was his desire to re- 
deem, and constantly he had helped Is- 
rael out of trouble. Al! the way through 
the Old Testament his love is shown 
(Hosea 11:1; 14:4). Look at this in closer 
detail. 

SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS 

(The following outline and references 
may be written on separate cards and 
passed to the girls for brief study and 
report.) 

1, A seed line separated (Gen. 9:26, 27; 
12:33)... 

2A people chosen (Exod. 19: 4-6). 

3A Redeemer promised (Num, 24:17- 
19). 


9:7). 
(2) Ruler in Israel (Mic. 5:2). 


4. The King-Redeemer came (Matt. 2: 


2). 
5. The Kingdom at hand (Matt. 3:2). 
6. The King rejected. by the chosen 
people (Matt. 11:19, 20; 12:14, 24, 41). 


God chose the Jews, but the Jews did 
not choose God. 

Have you ever heard girls complain 
because they have been offended; or 
because they are friendless and lonely? 
Often the fault lies with the individual 
girl. Proverbs 18:24 might read, “A girl 
that hath friends must shew herself 
friendly.” On the other hand, “A friend 
of the world is the enemy of God” (Jas. 
4:4), and first loyalty should be given 
to the Lord. With him we need not be 
lonely (Matt. 28:20). 

In the case of the cba blis of the 
Lord Jesus, however, the fault rested en- 
tirely with the rejecters. “He was 
wounded for OUR transgressions, he was 
bruised for OUR -iniquities,” never for 
any error that he had made. Yet the 
Jews grew jealous and angry with our 
Lord, and finally failed because they 
neglected to heed the warning of our 
Memory Verse: 


“IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST” 

When certain Jews closed the way 
which God had provided for their re- 
lease from sin and eterna: death, the 
Lord opened an invitation to Gentiles 
to enter his Kingdom.: (Show the folder.) 
Oh, no, God had not been neglecting 
the Gentiles thrcugh the ages before this 
time. Many of them had come into fel- 
lowship with him, but now he was mak- 
ing it possible for more people to learn 
of him, and for all to know him better. 
Glance at a few of the things the Lord 
did for Gentiles in Matthew 11 and 12. 
Pe: Prayed for believers (Matt. 11: 25- 

) ; 

2. Invited every one who. UGS to 
come unto ‘him (11:28-30), —. 

3. Showed judgment to Gentiles (12: 
18) ° z 


(1) Descendant of King David (m. 
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4, Welcomed both Jews and Gentiles 
into his Kingdom (12:50). 

Notice item 4. God did not wholly 
abandon the Jews when they abandoned 
him. They were Jews. who cried, “Cru- 
cify' him, crucify’ him,” yet ‘the first 
witnesses were Jews (Acts 1:8). . Jewish 
men wrote the entire New Testament, 
and no doubt all of the Old, and to them 
we owe our knowledge of the Lord. 

Jews responded to the Gospel invita- 
tion in New Testament days, and some 
few have been responding ever since. 
It is difficult for those who do become . 
Christians. Often they are so cruelly 
persecuted by their own families and 
by other Hebrews that they must give aed 
all former friendships. 

A missionary friend has recently writ- 
ten about her work among German-Jew- 
ish refugees in Shanghai, China. The 
Lord directed the mother of this mis- 
sionary, years ago, as she taught her 
child to read and speak the German 
language, and now he is using this long- 
waiting talent in bringing these tor- 
mented people to a knowledge of him- 
self. 

Our folder shows us that without the 
Christ of Calvary life is empty for Gen- 
tiles and Jews alike, but all who fill their 
lives with him find rest and joy.. 

What can you do about Christ’s King- 
dom? - We not only want to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of God, but we want to 
be valuable citizens to our King, for we 
shall have the privilege of reigning with 
him some day (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 
20:6). 

Next Sunday we shall learn more 
about the nature of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Read Matthew 13 and be pre- 
pared to describe the seven mysteries 
of the Kingdom, and find new meaning 
in Matthew 6:33, the Memory Verse. 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How\ the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use a large picture of “Christ Ti 
the Multitude,” which you will be able 
to find in the picture rolls used by so 
many Sunday schools. 











FTER the Lord Jesus sent out the 

disciples to preach,—you remem- 
ber we studied about that last Sunday, 
—he also went out to teach and preach 
in the cities. Now, let’s find out if every- 
body listened to Jesus and believed on 
him. You.and I know lots of people 
who will not.come to Sunday school 
or church, no matter how often we ask 
them. Then some people come once or 
twice, and they are not there any more, 
and if we go after them, they have a 


“good excuse for not coming with us. 


People were just the same when Jesus 
was on earth. Some of them listened to 














Lesson for December 10 





him and said he was a prophet. They 
brought their sick ones to him to pe 
" healed, and they wondered at the great 

’ miraclés he did; but they ‘still did not 
believe what he said,—that he was 
God’s Son. 

Even John the Baptist, a second cousin 
of the. Lord .Jesus, who had _ baptized 
Jésus, sent two of his disciples to ask 
Jesus if he was the Messiah, or should 
they wait for some one else. Jesus told 
Ighn’s' disciples to go back to John (he 
was in -prison, where Herod had put 


— the ‘blind receiving their sight, lame 
walking, lepers cleansed, deaf hearing, 
dead raised, and the poor having the 
Gospel’ preached to them. Jesus knew 
John would see that he was the Mes- 
siah, for he was doing what the prophets 
had said the Messiah would do. 

The scribes and Pharisees hated Jesus, 
so. they listened, hoping he would say 
something they could have him arrested 
for, and always trying to trap him with 
hard questions. 

But many people heard him gladly and 
believed in him, and were born again. 

I ‘wonder how we are hearing the 
Bible. today. When it is taught or 
preached, do we listen to it as God’s 
Word, that must be believed and obeyed, 
or do we héar it as so many do, without 
believing? 

x The way those people long ago lis- 
tened. to Jesus decided whether they 
would live forever in Heaven, or spend 
eternity in hell. Today this is just as 
‘rue. The people who say Jesus was a 
great prophet or a good man, but only a 
man, and the Bible only a book like 
gather books, are lost along with the man 
who curses Jesus, for only as you be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is fhe Son of 
Ged, God the Son, and accept him as 
- your own Saviour, can you have ‘eter- 
4 life, 

T am praying that every child will 
: let the Lord Jesus Christ come into his 
heart and. save him today. I think the 
very best Memory Verse we can have 
today is John 3:16, and you can all say 
it together. 

Mobesto, Catir. 





A Missionary Prayer Meeting 
in Wartime 
(Continued from. page 848) 





it shows that Gospel work will continue 
right up to the time of Christ’s return; 
the: second, because it shows. that “the 
Shepherd -so kind had us‘in His ‘mind,” 
who. livé in. the end of the age with all 
its sorrows and dangers and: difficulties, 
when he --was speaking to his disciples 
all-those centuries ago. 

* Various friends led us in prayer for 
guidance for the China Inland Mission 
Councils in Shanghai and London; for 
the supply of financial needs; for Dr. 
Judd and others traveling in China in 


+ 





him), and tell him what they had seen. 
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these dangerous days; for three young 
men recruits on their way out; for 
Chiang-Kai-shek; for Chinese sufferers, 
including those in the bombed cities, 
and the sixty million refugees. 

Our secretary then told that most en- 
couraging incident, since reported in the 
October Chiria’s Millions, of. the un- 
known young man handing Mr. Aldis 
ninéty-two. pounds ten shillings in an 
envelope marked only, “For the China 
Inland Mission,” and running away be- 
fore he could be thanked. What a token 
for good in these days of straitness! It 
is small wonder.that we felt able to 
sing, “Will your anchor hold?” lustily 
and with a good courage. 

Then the:secretary passed on to us a 
prayer she had received in a personal 
letter from.the secretary of the Zambesi 
Mission. It was as follows: 

“I pray that you may have the sure 
knowledge of God’s presence: 

Above — The Overshadowing Wings, 
Around —His Guardian Angels, 
Underneath — The Everlasting Arms, 
Within — His Peace.” - 

With this prayer for us and our loved 
ones, including the dear lads serving in 
His Majesty’s forces on sea and. land 
and in the air, the meeting ended; but 
not the fellowship, and the joyful knowl- 
edge of our Saviour’s tender thought 
for us and the work in China for which 
we had been praying. 


HatmisHAM, Sussex, ENG. 


The Unpardonable Sin 
(Continued from page. 844) 


recognized between that condition after 
death; in whiech-no forgiveness of any sin 
is available, and the supposition that one 
might reach such a hopeless state in this 
life. 
gelists and soul-winners sometimes have 
sought .to alarm the unsaved by warn- 
ings that assert that men may reach a 
hopeless state in this life. It is true that 
many are living today who will probably 
not be saved; but it is serious indeed 
to imply that the Gospel is no longer 
addressed to them. No more unscrip- 
tural, unproved, and Christ-dishonoring 


In their zeal for decisions, evan- . 
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sentiment has been set forth concerning 
the supposed unpardonable sin than is 
expressed in the following verse: 
There is a line by us unseen, 
Which crosses every. path, 
The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience and His wrath. 

The unpardonable sin was one specific, 
well-defined act, and when attempts 
have. been made—as thousands have 
been—to extend that sin to include 
other. forms of evil, there is no agree- 
ment to be found, and each effort proves 
most misleading and injurious. These 
definitions of the unpardonable sin could 
be listed at great length. Two recent 
writers assert the following: “It is the 
sin of willfully speaking against or de- 
spising the Holy Spirit when it is abso- 
lutely and positively known who he is.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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' “A sin of character crystallized in op- 


position to God, a sin against spiritual 
knowledge, malicious and willful.” Of 
the first of these it may be remarked 
that it is demanding as a situation what 
was not true when the real sin was com- 
mitted. It is not probable that those 
involved in that sin had any definite 
knowledge or identification of the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. The second is 
so broad that few, if any, could escape 
its terrible consequences. 

Having dwelt to this extent on the 
theme as to what is not the unpardonable 
sin, some word is in order as to what 
it really is. The period of Christ’s earth- 
ministry was one of exceptional com- 
binations of the undertakings of each 
of the Persons cf the Godhead. The 
Father was directing the Son; and the 
Son was working in the power of the 
Spirit.. A peculiar danger..was created, 
under these relationships, of asserting 
that which was not true. - For reasons 
not revealed and which doubtless could 
not be understood in all their import, 
the supreme wickedness consisted. in as- 
signing to Satan Christ’s power which 
was in and through the Holy Spirit. It 
is explicitly -and unmistakably -- pro- 
claimed that to assign to Satan .this.em- 
powering work of the Spirit in ‘Christ’s 
ministry was the unpardonable sin. That 
specific sin, therefore, could not be com- 
mitted under other conditions, and every 
attempt to extend it into present rela- 
tionships, and into the age in which we 
live, is without reason or justification. 

It may be clarifying to consider the 
unpardonable sim,—as it is now sup- 
posed to be committed, — first, by the 
saved, and second, by the unsaved. 

That this sin is never committed by 
a Christian is evident, since it is written 
of the Christian that he, being in Christ, 
is never to be subject to condemnation 
(Rom, 8:1, Revised Version; John 3: 
18); that he shall never come into, judg- 
ment (John 5:24); that he is forgiven‘all 
trespasses (Col. 2:13); that he is already 
justified (Rom. 5:1); and that no exist- 
ing power can separate him from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
(Rom, 8:38, 39; John 10:28). Were it 
possible for a Christian to commit the 
unpardonable’ sin, drastic qualifying 
statements would have to be inserted 
in every one of these whol'y uncondi- 
tional statements in the Word of God. 

With reference to the unregenerate, 
it is asserted, “Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely” (Rev. 22: 
17). Christ said, “Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out” (John.6: 
37); and, “Whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish” (John 3:16). ‘These 
absolute promises to the unsaved, and a 
hundred more like them, would -have to 
be modified to the point of pang sve 
merely contingent propositions - 
which no living person might dextve ans any 
assuxance or comfort. The incomparable 
text, John 3:16, does not end with the 


death-dealing words, excepting those 
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who have committed, or may commit, 
the unpardonable sin; yet these words 
are required if there be such a sin to- 
day. 

That the idea of an unpardonable sin 
is a flat contradiction of the “whosoever 


- will gospel”; that such a sin is never 


mentioned in the Bible but in the one 
specific instance; that no one has ever 
demonstrated that even one person has 
ever committed such a sin in this age; 
and that, if such a sin were possible at 
all, it could not be proved that any 
person had not committed it, — should 
terminate in every person’s mind the 
supposition that the unpardonable sin 
can be committed today. 


ree eae 





™ Youn no People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 17. Our Part in the Missionary 
Enterprise. Rom. 10:8-15. ' 


S neeneeeieeeennenll 


Sunday, December 10 


“Teaching, Preaching, Healing” 
(Matt. 4:23-25) 





Tues.—The teaching ministry (Acts . 18: 


24-28). 

Wed.—Jesus heals a “foreigner” (Mark 
7:24-30). 

Thurs.—The sick healed (Acts 5:12-16). 

Fri.—Paul, a preacher to Gentiles (Eph. 
3:1-9). 

Sat-—“Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:1-5). . 











OHN WILLIAMS, one of the pioneer 
J missionaries to the Society Islands 


. in the Southern Pacific, went out when 


he was only about twenty years of age. 
He had learned the trade of a mechanic 
at home, and used his skill on the mis- 
sion field, teaching the natives how to 
make houses, furniture, boats, and arti- 
cles of metal. He led the natives in 
raising sugar cane, aid built a sugar 
mill so that they might become self- 
supporting. He reduced their language 
to. writing and drew up a code of. laws 
for them, His first baptismal group 
numbered seventy. In a boat which he 
built himself he visited many of the 
surrounding islands carrying the good 
news of the Gospel. He laid down his 
dife for the people he loved, for he 
‘was finally: murdered by-some fierce 
natives of the New Hebrides, who mis- 
took him for a cruel trader, 


4 : 
Having seen in last week’s young 


‘people’s meeting the “why” of Chris- 


tian missions, we are to think this week 


of the “how,” or the methods of Chris- - 


tian missions. Here the New Testa- 
ment must be our methods textbook. 


that came to him while a prisoner in 


- 
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As long as the Christian Church: fol- 
lowed New Testament: methods just so \ 
long was her missionary program living 

and effective. When she departed from 

New Testament methods her program 
became static and often lifeless. 

The’ Lord Jesus sent his disciples out 
by twos. This plan was followed largely 
in the early Church. As the mission- 
aries went from town to town, groups 
of believers were .raised up. These 
became self-supporting and, in turn, 
sent out new missionaries to the sur- 
rounding country. No great institutions 
were established or maintained by con- 
tributions from the mother church. 

, ye ‘ y 

Our Scripture lesson shows us from 
the life of the Lord Jesus three princi- 
pal .kinds missionary _ activity, — 
preaching, teaching, and healing. Un- 
der these three divisions practically all 
truly Christian missionary work may 
be grouped today. Preaching and teach- 
ing can be further subdivided into sev- 
eral different forms which these activ- 
ities teach. Let us consider them briefly 
under these subdivisions: 

Oral preaching—Here is certainly the 
most important method of all, We are 
told that the Lord Jesus “ordained 
twelve . .. that he might send them 
forth to preach” (Mark 3:14), and that 
“they went forth and preached every- 
where” (Mark 16:20). Paul told the od 
Corinthians that “it pleased God by the { 
foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). At’ Pente- 
cost three thousand souls were saved 
in one day. and five thousand more a 
little later, as the direct result of Spirit- 
filled preaching. 

Hi yer; we must disabuse our minds 
of the idea that preaching means only 
within the confines of a church. The 
apostles preached in the Temple and - 
in the synagogues, but also in houses, 
market _ places, amphitheaters, prison 
courts, and even in the judgment halls 
of Roman governors. True missionaries 
today will preach on the street corner, 
in workshops, in Indian bazaars, in Chi- 
nese tea shops, at Tibetan fairs, and 
anywhere that an opportunity is found 
to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his power to save from sin. 

4 : 

But preaching may also be accom- 
plished through personal work.. Many 
times in the Lord’s earthly ministry 
we find him talking to one or two 
individuals such as Nicodemus, the 
woman of Samaria at the well, Zar- 
chzeus, the rich young ruler, and the 
like. We find him at the wedding feast 
of Cana, at Simon the Pharisee’s din- 
ner, and in the home at Bethany. - Just 
so the true missionary today will use 
all such‘ opportunities to tell: others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul, you 
will remember, used the opportunities 
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many in Cesar’s household (Phil. 4: 
22) came to know and serve the Lord 
Jesus, 

ve 


It. is possible to preach through the 
handing out of Gospel. literature and 
. through letter writing. Think what 
Christians. today. would have missed had 
it not.been; for the Spirit-filled and 
Spirit-dictated letters of Paul, Peter, and 
John, We may not hope to have our 
letters inspired in the same sense in 
which theirs were,-but God can and 
will use letter writing and the sending 
of Christian literature, if we will trust 
him to de.so and ask his guidance and 
divection in this form of preaching the 


bd 
Under the general heading of ‘teach- 
ing must come first the instruction in 
the Word,-whereby believers are built 
up and strengthened in the faith and 


enabled to live consistent and conse- 
crated Christian lives. Paul and his 


helpers constantly brought groups of be-, 


lievers together when they revisited the 
towns, so that these believers might be 
strengthened and instructed. 

ae ve 

Another: form of teaching is the in- 
struction of illiterate people, so that 
they may be able to read the Scrip- 
tures and thus dig for themselves Bible 
truths. In some lands, it is even neces- 
sary to reduce a spoken language to 
writing and then teach the people how 


to read the very language they have. 


been. speaking. This .also means that 
the Seriptures must be translated into 
this new written language and printed, 
so that believers may have the Word 
in their own tongue. Right now this is 
going on in the land of otfr next door 
neighbor, Mexico. A number of young 
men and women are.busy translating 


the Seriptures into Indian tongues,’ which © 


have never before been reduced to writ- 
ing, .. ; : 
ye 


Still another form of: teaching is seen 
ihn. the training of native workers. We 
have already seen how the Lord Jesus 
spent a great deal of his time and _at- 
tention in: training those that were to 
follow him. Paul chose and trained 
Timothy and Titus, and urged them to 
do likewise (2 Tim. 2:2). 

But just as the great goal and aim 
in preaching must be proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus, so in teach- 
ing and training this also must be the 
goal.,; Mere education in heathen lands, 
without, the definite and clear objective 
of bringing men and women to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to serve him, 
is but increasing the efficiency of sin 
and idolatry. 

: ye 


Under the third great form of mis- 
sionary activity followed by the Lord 


Jésus,-— that of. healing,— many open- 
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ings for the proclamation of the Gospel 
have been made in foreign lands. Heal- 
ing has a universal appeal, and heathen 
lands are filled with sick and suffering 
humanity. Instance after instance can 
be related where the physical need has 
given the Christian physician an op- 
portunity to speak of the deeper spir- 
itual need of Christ in the life. Your 
pastor can help you obtain some infor- 
mation as to how healing is used by the 
missionaries of your .denomination to 
open the door for the Gospel, © The 
tragedy comes when medical help is 
given, and not followed up by bringing 
the sick and suffering to khow the One 
who can heal the deeper needs of thé 
human heart. ait 
PHILADELPHIA. 





| Children at Home 


Nara’s Escape 
Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


HIS js the true story of Nara’s es- 
cape, and what a very narrow escape 
it was indeed! 

Nara lived with her family in a small 
village on the Godavari River in South 
India. She was a very useful little girl 
in the house, helping her mother with 
carrying water from the river and do- 
ing a lot of small jobs. Her father was 
a poor farmer, and he and her brother 
Dumma had to work very hard to raise 
the corn which fed them, and paid their 
taxes. One day Nara’s father returned 
in the evening, and as they were eating 
their meal he remarked that his foot 
was painful. “I trod on a sharp piece 
of coconut shell in the field and cut it 
rather deeply.” 

“I had better put some good healing 
medicine on it,” said his wife, so she 
prepared some leaves and ground them 
with dirt taken from the cowshed, for 
Indian people think ‘that eVerything 
connected with a cow is sacred! 

It was not strange that the farmer 
got so sick that he could not sleep with 
the pain of his much swollen and poi- 
soned foot. 

“We had better take you to the for- 
eign Heal-All Home at Santapur,” said 
his wife at last. “We must go; too, and 
as you cahnot walk, I will hire a bul- 
lock cart.” Accordingly they shut up 
the house next day and went a long 
day’s journey to the nearest hospital. 

The mission doctor looked at the poi- 
soned foot and told the farmer he would 
have to stay for some weeks; indeed, 
there was great fear at first. that the 
poor man had come too late to save his 
life, : 

When he was a little better he began 
worrying about their field of corn. 

“Son,” he said to Dumma, “you will 

















































857 


A Gift They'll Cherish 
WINGS AND SKY 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 
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consisting of the very choi- 
cest of sermon outlines; ffesh 
forthe present day; funda- 
mental and spiritual. “The 
best since the days of Spur- 
geon.”’— Mel. Trotter. 
Introduction by Dr. J. H. 
Cable, Nyack, New York. 
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Saint, Seer 
and 


Scientist 
ty J. H. HUNTER 


Gripping story of one 
of the world’s greatest 
scientists who is a true 
Christian, and a negro. 
Born a slave, separated 
from his parents, sickly 
a3 child, he ‘just growed."’ His Christian name 
¢ame. from the fact that he ‘‘could not tell a lie,’’ 
He refused $100,000 a year in order to serve his 
people. Led by God he has produced 1,000 
products from peanuts, pecans, sweet potatoes, 
ete. He gives the full glory to God, owns no 
patents, and maintains no claim over his amaz- 

achievements as a leading world-scientist. 

A Christian life story not to be missed. _Per- 
fect for reading, inspiration, study, meditation, 
gifts and rewards. 32 pages, art paper covers, 
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have to go home and reap-it, or else we 
shall all starve later. Do the best. you 
can, and maybe your uncle in the next 
village will advise you. Néfa Shall go 
and see how you are in ‘tén days. I 
know .you will try hard to help us ‘in 
this trouble.” 

Dumma went off at once determined 
to do all he could, though he hated go- 
ing back all alone. 
never been parted before, and she: was 
very lonely the first day or so. Mary- 
amma,.the motherly hospital matron, 
however, was teaching her to sing the 
happy “Jesus” choruses and hymns, and 
Nara greatly enjoyed the lovely Bible 
stories which Maryamma told with the 
help of big colored pictures. 

“Wouldn’t you. like to be that little 
brown maiden sitting on the knee of 
the Lord Jesus? See, Nara,: how lov- 
ingly she is looking up at her Saviour- 
Friend, I wonder if you really mean 
what we often sing, ‘Jesus loves me, and 
I know I love~him’?” 

It was a long time before Nara could 
answer; and several days passed, and 
then Maryamma heard. her singing to 
herself, “I love Jesus, yes, I do; He is 
Nara’s Saviour, too.” 

One morning Nara saw her father 
looking worried. “Daughter,” he said, 
“T-have had a bad dream about. your 
brother, and I can’t rest until you go 
home and see how he is.” 

“I will go tomorrow at. dawn,” said 
Nara. And after a very hot and weary 
journey she reached the village. 

-“Oh, Nara, how glad I am to see you!” 
cried D “I have found the work 
so heavy to do that I never could have 
managed alone; but our uncle came and 
helped me.” 

“I am sure the Lord Jesus made him 
do so,” said Nara. “I asked him to help 
you. all the time.” 

They ‘chatted together for a while, but 

both were very tired and sleepy. 
“J won’t light the lantern,” said 
Dumma,, “for we will go to bed at.once, 
especially as you have to go all that 
way back tomorrow.” 

In a few minutes the children were 
asleep in the warm, close darkness. of 
the. mud-built house. -Some short time 
after, Nara. awoke feeling something 
heavy on her head. Thinking it was a 
cat, she stirred and cried, “Shoo! Shoo! 
Go off,” but she was so sleepy she could 
not. rouse herself. Not long after, 2 
sharp pain in her head. and the sound 
of a falling water tin which stood empty 
near by awoke her, and she sat up. To 
her surprise she found her face was 
quite wet and sticky. 

“Quick ! Quick ! Dumma !” she shouted. 
“Light the lantern.” When the boy did 
so he was horrified to see his little sis- 
ter’s face streaming with blood from 
a deep wound in her head. 

Immediately he ran out and aroused 
all their neighbors who found a young 
panther hiding under some near-by 
bushes, but he managed to escape in the 


Nara and he had 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


general confusion and darkness. .The . 


women tried to help’ Nara: they got, hot 

ter and bathed her head;- but in their 
Terence they filled. the ‘wound with 
Molasses and cobwebs, covering it up 
with filthy rags. Poor little Nara. felt 
sick and miserable, lying -alone in. the 


dark house, for Dumma had to .attend , 


to. the harvest. : 

“Oh, heavenly Father,” she kept pray- 
ing, “do let me get back to Mother and 
kind Maryamma. She would make this 
dreadful pain better, I know.” Toward 
night her uncle looked in-as he passed 
through the village, and he decided to 
take Nara to the hospital next day. 

“Dumma_ cannot ‘possibly. leave at 
present, and if you are going to be sick 
you had better be with your parents.” 

It was with joy that Nara-reached the 
hospital, and a very good thing, too, for 
her head wound needed very skillful 
treatment before it began to heal up 
slowly. 

‘In truth, my little treasute, ee said 
Maryamma, “if you had not been brought 
here at once you might have been very 
sick indeed, so we are thankful to God 
for his goodness to you.” 

“T have a heart-of-thanks,” whispered 
Nara, “and when I grow big-enough I 
will be a healer just like you.” 

“That is well to hear, Nara, but mean- 
time you must try, when ‘you go home, 
to help other boys and girls to love 
Jesus Christ the Saviour.” : 

Nara nodded her head, and so well did 
she daily show forth her gratitude that 
many of the children in her home village 
were brought to know and follow her 
Saviour. 
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Election and Free Will 
(Continued from fourth page) 


seeketh after God,” gives a terrible and 
revealing picture of all mankind by na- 
ture: “none righteous, no, not one . 
none that. understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. ... There is no 
fear of God before their eyes.” 

The only hope for such men — which 
means all of us—is the grace of God. 
Only God cam quicken, or make alive, 
those’ who are “dead in trespassés and 
sins.” And he has done’ just that for 
countless numbers, to all of whom the 
Word says: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
itis the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

God’s grace, freely given in the “un- 
speakable gift” of his only begotten Son, 
who. bore mankind's sins “in his own 
body on the tree” (1"Pet. 2:24), received 
in himself, sinless, the wages of man’s 
sin which is death, shedding his own 
blood that men might be “not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and 
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gold, .. . but with the precious blood of 
Christ” a Pet. 1:18,-19), has alone made 
possible the salvation of lost sinners. And 
God’s election has willed the’ salvation 
of all that have been and are yet. to 
be saved. 

But'the same inspired and infallible 
Word that declares these precious truths 
makes this unconditional offer of eter- 
nal life: “Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely”. (Rev. 22:17}. 
This is the last offer of the Gospel. of 
salvation in the Bible, given toward the 
end of the last chapter of the last book, 
Revelation. The whole verse. reads: 
“And the Spirit and the bride [the 
Church] say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” 
Other’ passages sound out the same un- 
conditional invitation. “Whosoever 
call on the name of the Lord. shall be 
saved” (Acts 2:21). “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy-mouth the Lord Jesus, 4 
shalt..believe in thine.,heart, that. 
hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. . For the Script 
saith, Whosoever believeth. on_him- a 
not be ashamed. .. . For whosoevet 
shall call upon the name of thé Lord 
shall be saved” (Rom. 10:9-13). 

“For God so loved the world, that. he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life” (John 3" 
16). 

One may say that the “whosoevers” 
are all limited to the elect. But are 
we to’ understand that the Scripturally 
declared doctrine of divine election shuts 
out from salvation “whosoever” wills to 
“take the water of life freely”?’ “God 
forbid ! 
this while holding uncompromisingly 
to the truth of all Scripture: 

No one has ever been saved except 
by the election of God. And no one has 
ever been saved except by voluntarily 
deciding and choosing to -+rust God and. 
accept His salvation so freely offered. 
God forces his salvation on no one. 
rejects no one who wills to believe. 

The Scripture says, “There is ‘none 
that seeketh after God” (Rom. ° 3:11). : 

And the Scripture says, “Those that 
seek me early shall find me” (Prov. 8: 
17). 

The Scripture ‘declares, in- the “~whdso- 
ever will” and other passages, the free 
will of all men to accept or reject God’s 
offer of salvation. : 

And the Scripture declares that God 
elects, or chooses, all the saved. 

How can divine election and human 
free will be reconciled? ‘THE SUNDAY 
Scoot Times does not attempt to rec- 
oncile these doctrines, but it - believes 
them both, for both are declared in ‘God’ s 
Word. 

A young man came to Spurgeon to ask 
some questions about Bible teachings 
that were quite beyond the young man’s 
power to understand — and probably be- 
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Nor is it necessary to believe ; 
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Lesson for December 10 


yond Spurgeon’s power to understand. 
The great preacher and soul-winner gave 
this sound advice: “Young man, you 
must be willing to let God understand 
some things that you cannot.” 





[ With the New Books | 


Christian Service Songs. (Rode- 
heaver, Hall-Mack Co., 28 E. Jackson 
Boulevard, Chicago; 124 N. 15th St. 
Philadelphia; board binding, 50 cents; 
bristol paper, 35 cents.) Three hundred 
and twelve hymns have been sifted from 
among ten, thousand by the four com- 
pilers, Homer Rodeheaver, Y. P. Rode- 
hheaver, J. N. Rodeheaver, and George 





- W..Sanville, and: the music editors, B. 


D. Ackley and C. Austin Miles. There 
are hymns for every occasion: 110 stand- 
ard church hymns; 75 favorite old Gos- 
pel hymns; 60 popular Gospel hymns; 
30-new Gospel ‘hymns; 25 hymns strictly 
for. Sunday school..use; and a dozen re- 
sponses and special numbers. There 
are ‘thirty responsive readings, with al- 
ternate verses set in lightface and bold- 
face type, a real convenience in con- 
gregational reading. In addition to the 
General Index, giving titles in capitals 
and first lines in lower case letters, there 
is a Topical Index arranged under more 
than sixty headings. 

Here are to be found many of the 
grand old hymns with their dignified 
lines of Scriptural poetry and their 
stately tunes; and the more modern Gos- 
pel hymns with their sweet melodies. 
Pastors, choir leaders, Sunday school 
superintendents, leaders of young peo- 
ple’s meetings, mission workers, and 
conference song leaders Will all be 
grateful for this careful and compre- 
‘hensive selection of hymns so well ar- 
ranged. 
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The eee Evangel 


ACING at the same time God’s com- 
mand to, evangelize, ‘and the practical 
impossibility of personally visiting the 
several thousand homes surrounding his 
church in Vancouver, Wash., Pastor Wil- 
lard M. Aldrich of the Emmanuel Bap- 
tist Church, was led to publish a four- 
page paper called The Doorstep Evangel. 
The primary object in publishing and 
distributing this little monthly was to 
get the Gospel out, not to get the people 
in. The Evangel. was to be, as its name 
sliggésts, an evangelist, not a church 
building scheme. Mr. Aldrich has re- 
garded it as discharging, in part at least, 
his debt to the unsaved in Vancouver. 
It has been a means of sowing the good 
seed of the Word. 
For more than a year the’ church has 
distributed about three thousand Evan- 
gels each month. In preparation for 
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distribution, they are first rolled in 
colorful wax paper. Sometimes this is 
done ‘by the church members ‘in their 
homes; again they meet for an evening 
together to do-it and to pray ‘the bless- 
ing of God upon: them. 

Then comes the time for their distri- 
bution. This is usually before the fif- 
teenth of the month, which is’ the date 
printed on the paper: Grown-ups, young 
people, and boys and girls gather at the 
set time. -During the symmer months 
it has been generally at six o’clock in 
the morning. Streets are assigned, and 
an Evangel is left on every doorstep or 

Each issue of the Evangel carries cer- 
tian features regularly. The way ‘of 
salvation is made plain and a Gospel 
appeal given in one or more articles; 
a poem or article aims to bring encour- 
agement, comfort, or warning. to Chris- 
tians; a column contains interesting facts 
about the Bible of the nature of Chris- 
tian evidence, and there is also a column 
devoted to definition. and. illustration of 
Bible words, such-as redemption, recon- 
ciliation, and propitiation. The Evangel 


aims to deal directly and frankly with. 


the questions of sin, salvation, and spir- 
itual growth. 

The Doorstep Evangel was started as 
a systematic way for the church to evan- 
gelize the community, but with the sec- 
ond issue the Portland Union Bible classes 
began to use it; and at the close of one 
year fifteen churches ‘were giving it out 
regularly, and over a hundred thousand 
copies had been issued.’ A three-inch 
space in the second column of page three 
of the Evangel is used for imprinting the 
church announcements of the group us- 
ing it. 

What have been the results? First 
of all, the pastor and members have 
the satisfaction of knowing that they 
have discharged, at least in part, their 
obligation to evangelize their commu- 
nity,— and continue to do so regularly 
and systematically.. Then reports come 
trickling in of encoviragement and bless- 
ing from those who read the Evangel, 
and ‘among. these reports are those of 
some being led to Christ. Then there 
have been an unusual number of visitors 
in attendance upon the meetings, con- 
sidering the size of the church and its 
rather obscure location. Some have 
come to the meetings directly as a re- 
sult of receiving the Evangel. 

Not the least gratifying result is the 
interest quickened. among the church 
people to have a part in spreading the 
Gospel of Christ. This has been shown 
by their sacrificial giving and their labor 
and prayer expended in sending out the 
Evangei. Good reports come also from 
other pastors. So, partly because of the 
reports, and primarily because God has 
promised to bless his Word, Mr: Aldrich 
and his church believe that God is using 
and will increasingly bless the Evangel 


85¢ 


in its ministry of community evangél+ 
ization. 

Further information and sample copies 
may be obtained by writing to The Door> 
step Evangel, 308 W. 15th St., Vancouver, 
Wash. 
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Miracle Book Club Organization 


AST June Tue Sunpay Scnoo. ‘Tres 

published a note about that mdst 
effective work of Bible study and soul- 
winning among young people, the Mir- 
acle Book Club, and reported the organ- 
izing of the work with Maurice Jacques 
as President, a young pastor who. be- 
lieves that God is calling him into this 
special work for young people. - ‘ 
notice mistakenly assumed that the Mir. 
acle Book Club had just then been or- 
ganized for the first time, which Was not 
the fact. It was first organized some 
time ago, a few months after the work 
started, and from the first year of such 
organization Walt Judd, Jr., was the In- 
ternational President, filling this position 
most acceptably. Last spring Maurice 
Jacques became the new President, and 
he will have his headquarters in the 
Club House at Albuquerque, New Mex- 
ico. Mr. and Mrs. Jacques will lead 
some of the Bible hours there, atid Mr. 
Jacques will be free to travel to meet 
conference engagements. The Interna- 
tional Headquarters of Miracle Book 
Club, however, continues to be at 131 
Fifteenth St., Richmond, California, 
where Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky, Foun- 
der and International Director, may be 
addressed. 








For Family Worship 
By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D, . 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the Internationai Uniform Sunday School ; 
. issued by the international Sunday ~ 
School Lesson Committee 


December 4 to 10 
Mon.—Matthew 11:25-30. : 
The invitation of the. King. 
Prayer SuacesTions: “Come unto me, 
.. and I will give you rest.” The “fair- 
est of the sons of men,” the Lord of all, 
gives the sweetest invitation mortal‘ ears 
can ever hear. His willingness to bless 
is mutched with infinite power to effect 
the promised boon. Soul-rest for time 
and for eternity is the blood-bought love 
gift of the Son of God. All the fitness 
He requireth is that we feel our need of 
Him. The invitation of the King ‘is for 
you. Pray for the wonderful work of | 
George T. B. Davis in the Million Tes- 
taments Campaigns, .1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Tues.—Ezekiel 33:10-16. The Offer of Mercy. 
’ Prayer Svuacestions: “Why will ye 
die?” Despair of salvation is unreason- 

















able since God is “not willing that any 
should perish.” With the medicine of 
the Gospel in hand, alas, many sink and 
choose to die. Eternal life thréugh the 
eternal sacrifice of the eternal Son of 
God is offered to dying sinners. When 
God wills to save, let no man will to 
“die.” Pray about the preparation of 
your prayer list, and pray consistently 
for those whom God would have you re- 
member at the throne of grace. 


Wed.—Isaiah 55:1-13. A Call to Repentance. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Seek ye. the Lord 
while he may be found.” The sinner 
is called upon to do what only Christ 
can enable him to do. But still the call 
to’ repent is as necessary as to believe 
on Christ. The man with the withered 
hand was commanded by the Lord to 
“stretch” it forth. With response to God- 
inwrought. willingness comes instantly 
God-endowed ability. Man can do super- 
naturally what he cannot do naturally 
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(1 Thess. 1:9). Pray. for all who are 
overwrought and .overborne with care — 
Christian parents, businessmen, and 
others. 
Thurs.—2 Peter 8:8-18, 
Exhortation to Steadfastness. 
Prayer SuGcesTions: “Your own sted- 
fastness.” Spiritual attainment can be 
surrendered by. changeableness. Vacil- 
lation loses solid gains in the Holy War 
as in other battles. Your present ad- 
vancement in Christ is the high-water 
mark of your growth in grace. Beware 
lest ye fall from this position in grace. 
Pray for evangelists; many are having 
a difficult time; their responsibilities 
were never greater. 
Fri.—Matthew: 11:16-24. The Kingdom Refused. 
Prayer Succestions: “They repented 
not.’ The earth drinks in the rain from 
heaven;.the creatures welcome the abun- 
dance of the field; but man, ir his blind- 
ness in sin, refuses the salvation of God, 








Rev. George W. Rhoad, Director 
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42 Ralston Avenue 

Upper Darby P. 0., Pa. 


. P.O. Box 1141 
‘Nairobi, Kenya, Atrica 


FIELD HEADQUARTERS 


@ Formed and favored of God since 1934 to extend 
and expedite evangelization with the Word. 


@ Eleven missionaries anda number of consecrated 
native evangelists in Africa are effectually witness- 
ing Christ at, and out from, three Gospel Centers 


’ which serve wide areas. 


@ Converts and Inquirers in Believers’ Bible 
Classes in many places are established in the faith, 
prepared for membership in evangelical native 
churches, and furnished unto personal soul-saving 
service, 


@ The pamphlets of the Fellowship which, in the 
words of Scripture, reveal Christ as the source of 
supply for all man’s spiritual need are put in the 
hands of the hungry of many tribes. Everywhere 
they are eagerly received and read. The Word is 
bringing salvation to many. 
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(Lesson for Dec. 10) Nov. 25, 1939 


and the blessings of His grace. , Secret 
love of sin results in open rejection of 
the Son of God. Pray for a mighty spir- 
itual awakening. 


Sat.—John 1:1-12. Believers Become Sons. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Right to become 

children of God” (R. V.)..-Note the 

words “to become.” Why does the di- 


‘vine record say “become” if by nature 


all are children of God? Why, too, we 
may ask, Christ’s words to Nicodemus 
about being “born again”? ‘The problem 
of placing us as sons has been solved for 
us by the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s “off- 
spring,” out of fellowship .with God by. 
unbelief, become children of God by be- 
lieving on the name, of. the Son of. God. 
Do you receive Christ? Pray for the 
Prayer Conference Movement. 


Sun.—John 17:20-26. The King’s Desire. 
Prayer Succestions: “That they... 
be .with me where ‘I am.” Our 
Lord Jesus wants us to be near to him- 
self. -He would have us “with him” for- 
ever, and to enjoy the bliss‘of his: pres- 
ence and glory. The text, Spurgeon 
suggests, explains, “why our loved: ones 
leave us.” Christ wants them more. than 
we need them. Pray for a still greater 


ministry for the “Fulton. Street ' Prayer. 


Meeting,’ New York City. 
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